Big Three’ 
Find Union 
Is United 


Detroit—UAW members and 
leadership have now started show- 
g the Big Three in the auto- 
mobile industry they meant busi- 
ness when. they served notice 
hey were determined to win a new 

4958 contract including improve- 
Mments and principles that could 
mot be “swept under the rug” for 
nother two years of status quo. 
Faced with a direct company 
hallenge, the workers voiced 
Joudly and practically unanimously 
their endorsement of the union’s 
position. 

They asserted their intention 
not to be stampeded by the com- 
panies into ill-advised strike ac- 
tion in the face of a nearly 
$00,000 new car inventory but 
to bide their time, if necessary, 
for as long as it took to put 
their union in a strong strategic 
position to win a new contract. 

Their expression of loyalty to 
the union and its position took 
practical form. Here are some ex- 
amples: 


Pay Advance Dues 

' On Monday and Tuesday, June 
2 and 3, the first two work-days 
without a contract, more than 700 
members of the 5,000 members of 
Chevrolet Gear and Axle Local 
2295 in Detroit, a General Motors 
plant, came into the local union 
hall voluntarily and paid their 
June dues. 

The payments were not due 
until the middle of the month at 
the earliest, and members do not 
become delinquent until they have 
B failed to pay two months dues. 
Barney Underwood, Local 235 
president, said many more than 
the 700 plus were now expected 
to pay their June dues before the 
end of the week. 

Ford Workers, Too 

On Tuesday afternoon, Ford 
Local 551 members in Chicago, at 
a meeting at which nearly all the 
present working force of 1,400. 
were present, voted unanimously to 
pay their June, July and August 
dues in advance. 

UAW Sec.-Treas. Emil Mazey 
reported that thousands of mem- 
bers all over the country in 
various locals had come into 
their local union offices during 
the first of the week to pay a 
year’s dues in advance. 

In cancelling the contracts, the 
Big Three managements had ap- 
parently thought the elimination 
of the union shop and check-off 
during the period of no-contract 
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Saby Nehama of the Ladies Garment Workers. 


A TWO-FISTED ATTACK on exploiters of Puerto Rican workers was pledged by AFL-CIO Pres. 
George Meany at a meeting of New York’s AFL-CIO Advisory Committee on Puerto Rican Affairs. 
Shown at the committee’s meeting are (left to right) Frank Ugarte of the Musicians; Marie Abreu 
of the Retail, Wholesale and Department Store Union; Pres. Meany; Julio Diaz of the Intl. Brother- 
hood of Electrical Workers; Morris Iushewitz, seeretary-treasurer of the New York City IUC, and 


(See story on 


Page 12.) 


Obs Crh ene gr 


Figures Expected to Show 
D Million Jobless in May 


By Saul Miller 


The government was expected to report that about 5 million persons were mnheenphoyed in mid- 
May, a slight decline from the April figure. 
As the AFL-CIO News went to press there were indications that the latest Labor-Commerce 
department report would show unemployment at slightly more than 7 percent of the labor force, 
a drop from the April figure of 7.5 percent but still above the March joblessness rate. Employ- 


ment from mid-April to mid-May © 
was expected to rise about one 
million because of the upsurge in 
farm employment. But even at the 


(Continued on Page 3) 
Moves Into 


5.2 million unemployed. 


period, a Republican-Southern 
Democrat coalition pushed through 
4 measure giving the states the 
Option of rejecting or accepting 
federal funds for this purpose. 

President Signs 

Pres. Eisenhower quickly signed 

measure, which his Adminis- 
tfation had embraced despite the 
fact that it culled from the original 
White House bill a provision which 
Would have made state participa- 
tion in the emergency program 
Mandatory. 

He followed this up with a sup- 
Plemental appropriations request to 
Congress for $665.7 million to be 
Wed for making loans to states 


Jobless Pay 


mew level the number of persons 


Battle 
States 


By Gene Zack 
The question of extension of jobless-benefit periods bounced 
back to the state level this week following Congressional passage 
of a bill which leaves largely unanswered the fate of the nation’s 


Refusing to accept federal responsibility for a uniform extension 
of the unemployment benefit pay ¢ 


for payment of benefits, as well as 
for ,administrative expenses, in 
those cases where states- choose to 
extend by 50 percent their existing 
jobless pay periods. 

Denounced by the AFL-CIO 
as a “fraud” and a legislative 
“hoax,” the bill was supported 
by states’-rights congressmen who 
acknowledged that existing laws 
were inadequate to* protect 
workers who had exhausted their 


improvement was a state respon- 
sibility. 


Thus the sinus went back 
into the hands of state legisla- 


benefit rights but who insisted 


(Continued on Page 4) 


with jobs would be about a mil- 
lion less than in May 1957. 

The anticipated job report 
came amid forecasts from top 
economists that the 10-month- 
old recession was continuing un- 
abated and that the bottom will 
not be reached until sometime 
during the summer. 


The continued downturn in busi- 
ness investment for new plant and 
equipment, the sharp April drop 
in machine-tool orders, a drop in 
export trade and the general. lack 
of vigor in late spring department 
store sales all pointed to a con- 
tinuing slump: 


Factory Layoffs High 


The sharp drop in factory em-. 


ployment, a major characteristic 
of the recession, slowed down 
somewhat in April but remained 
at a record high for the month 
since the end of World War II. 


Labor Dept. figures showéd the 
factory hiring rate in April was un- 
changed at 24 per 1,000. The 
layoff rate dropped from 32 to 28 
per 1,000, the highest for a post- 
war April. 

For the week ending May 24 
there were 3,230,938 persons 
drawing unemployment compen- 
sation. During the week another 


26,617 persons exhausted their 
benefits. i 

In Congress, the anti-recession 
program received a slight shot in 


senate Set for Scadeen 


On New Labor Legislation 


Kennedy, 
Ives Bill 


Considered: 


By Willard Shelton 


The Senate drove toward a 
swift showdown on labor legis- 
lation as the full Labor Com- 
mittee moved toward approval of 
a so-called “stern but carefully 


|considered” bill drafted in Sen. 


John F. Kennedy’s (D-Mass.) 
subcommittee. 

The subcommittee measure, 
largely the product of bipartisan 
agreement between Kennedy and 
Sen. Irving M. Ives (R-N. Y.), 
covers the financial operations, elec- 
tions” and trusteeships of unions, 
makes limited but liberalizing 
amendments to the Taft-Hartley 
Act, encourages self-regulation by 
ethical practices codes and mildly 
discourages anti-union expenditures 
by employers. 

Has Criminal Penalties 

It imposes criminal penalties on 
false financial reports, embezzle- 
ment of union funds and destruc- 
tion of union records. It also al- 
lows the government to move to set 
aside, through civil action, a union 
election where irregularities are 
charged by a union member. 

It passes over all proposals to 
enforce its provisions by taking 
away the tax exemption and 
anti-trust law exemption of un- 
jons or denying unions. the 
services of the National Labor 
Relations Board and other gov- 
ernment agencies. 

~ Such proposals existed, in vari- 
ous degrees, in bills offered by the 
Administration through Sen. H. 


(Continued on Page 2) 
Top Primar 


governor of the state. 

In the first though inconclusive 
test of strength in Knowland’s bid 
for new political power, Brown 
piled up nearly a half-million plu- 
rality over the senator under Cali- 
fornia’s unique cross-filing system 
in which both candidates ran in 
both party primaries. 

This was a sharp reversal of 
the 1952 pattern that showed 
Knowland winning both Re- 
publican and Democratic pri- 
maries and re-elected him 
without the necessity of a No- 
vember contest. 

Knowland, who chose to make 

a compulsory open-shop and union- 


{regulation plank his chief platform, | 


(Continued on Page 2) 


Poor Knowland Vote 


y Surprise 


A startling outpouring of Democratic votes gave Democrat 
Edmund (Pat) Brown, a smashing 3-to-2 victory over U. S. Sen. 
William F. Knowland (R) in the “popularity contest” 
California voters selected Democratic and Republican nominees for 


in which 


| won the Republican nomination 
by slightly less than a 3-to-1 margin 
but Brown won the larger vote for 
the Democratic nomination by 
nearly a 6-t6-1 ratio. : 

Rep. Clair Engle (D) running 
for Knowland’s seat in the Sen- 
ate, also outstripped his GOP ri- 
vals -in the combined vote of the 
two primaries. 

In Montana, Sen. Mike Mans- 
field (D) and incumbent Demo- 
cratic Representatives Lee Met- 
calf and Leroy H. Anderson won 
renomination by handily and will 
seek re-election in November. 

In Alabama, Atty. Gen. John 


(Continued on Page 12) 
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Kennedy-Ives Labor Measure — 
Voted by Senate Su beommittee 


_ * (Continued from Page 1) 
Alexander Smith (R-N, J.), and 

by GOP Senate Minority Leader 
William F.. Knowland (Calif.), 
Chairman John L. McClellan (D- 
Ark.) of the Senate special iabor- 
Management committee, and GOP 
“pro-Kohler trio,” Senators Barry 
Goldwater (Ariz.), Carl T. Curtis 
(Nebr.) and Karl Mundt (S.D.). 


Based on McClellan Report _ 

Kennedy and Ives, both members 
of the McClellan unit, said that 
their bill covered all the major areas 
recommended for attention in the 
special committee’s first yearly re- 
port. Kennedy added that it also 
covered the -“major recommenda- 
tions” of the President and repre- 
sented the “best chance” for. ap- 
proval in this Congress. ~ 

The bill came out of the sub- 
committee with a 6-to-1 faver- 
able vote. Only Goldwater, 
who threatened to offer a sub- 
stitute in the full committee and 
on the floor, opposed it. 


Goldwater, who in the past has 
openly advocated putting unions 


_ under anti-monopoly laws and com- 


pulsory open-shop laws, for the 
moment retreated to demanding 
merely stiff restrictions on organi- 


zational picketing and secondary |. 


boycotts and time-limits on the 
voting rights of fired “economic 
strikers.” The Kennedy-Ives bill 
would restore these voting rights 
taken away by Taft-Hartley. 
Goldwater denounced the 
Kennedy -Ives subcommittee 
measure as a “sweetheart” bill, a 
“Meany bill” drafted to be “pala- 
table. to labor bosses.” He 
appealed for a “coalition of Re- 
publicans and conservative 
Democrats” to toughen the meas- 
ure. 
porters categorically that Pres. 
George Meany “had not seen 
the bill in advance.” 


McClellan, whose attitude on the 
bill may play a major part in de- 
termining the approach of other 
southern Democratic senators, ex- 
pressed “disappointment” but did 
not say whether he would approve 


the bill. Two McClellan sugges- 


tions, on penalties and on the 
eligibility of former criminals for 
union office, were added to the sub- 
committee bill before its approval. 
- Knowland, who three weeks ago 
claimed credit for “forcing” the 
Senate Democratic leadership to 
promise a floor vote on a union- 
regulation bill, withheld immediate 
comment. 
Strict Reporting Required 

Labor Sec. James P. Mitchell, 
absent from the country to attend 
an Intl. Labor Organization session, 
also had no comment. 

The subcommittee bill is, com- 
prehensive in its requirements for 
accurate and complete financial re- 
ports from unions and from sub- 
sidiary union organizations. The 
reports would be public property, 


_ available to the press and law en- 


forcement agencies and subject to 
investigation as to accuracy by the 
Labor Dept. 

Union officials would be re- 


apparently would not be com- 
pelled to report a wide range of 
expenditures for anti-union or 
union - harassing “educational” 
campaigns operated directly 
within their organizations. 


On trusteeships, the subcommit- 


tee adopted a proposal in Meany’s 


testimony that international unions 


report trusteeships to the Labor 


Dept., with the sécretary after two 
years furnishing Congress informa- 
tion on the facts revealed and rec- 
ommendations, if he desires, on fur- 
ther legislation. A trusteeship would 
be presumed valid, however, for 
only 18 months and its continua- 
tion would be subject to an _— 
cease-and-desist order. 


Criminal penalties for embezzle- 
ment of union funds were broad- 
ened at the last moment to cover 
embezzlements also from business 
trade associations ‘and other tax- 
exempt organizations. 


Secret Balloting 

On elections, unions would be 
réquired to choose international of- 
ficers once each fite years either by 
secret-ballot referendum or by con 
vention to which delegates would be 
elected by secret ballot. Local un- 
ions would elect by secret ballot 
at least once each four years, after 
due notice and opportunity to mem- 
bers to nominate candidates. 


On complaint of a union 
member, the Labor Dept. could 
investigate the lawfulness of an 
election, set it aside subject to 
court review, and order a new 
election. 

The bill restricts so-called organ- 
izational picketing only in prohibit- 
ing picketing for the purpose of 
“extortion” or seeking a payoff from 
an employer. Broader restrictions 
on representation picketing and sec- 
ondary boycotts, urged by the Ad- 
ministration, were rejected pending 
further study. 

The bill would amend the Taft- 
Hartley Act in three limited fields 
substantially the same as_ those 
recommended for attention by the 
Administration. 


Wider NLRB Area 


The NLRB would be prodded 
slightly toward accepting responsi- 
bility for industrial disputes affect- 
ing interstate commerce by a pro- 
hibition on the exclusion of whole 
“classes” of cases by administra- 
tive decision. 


Pre-hire contracts with unions 
would be made more clearly 
permissible in the building and 
construction industry and NLRB 
procedures for facilitating such 
agreements would be simplified. 

The right of “fired” economic 
strikers to vote in NLRB repre- 
sentation elections would be re- 
stored. This falls short of 
Meany’s recommendation that 
the pre-1941 rule under the 
Wagner Act—of allowing only 
pre-strike employes to vote in 
elections to prove the union’s 
continued majority—be written 
into any new law. 


It would weaken an inequity re- 


‘union office under the bill unless 


ceptly revealed in the O'Sullivan 
Heel Co. case, where the company 
provoked a strike, fired the strik- 
ers, ‘hired strikebreakers, and ther 
demanded and got an NLRB elec 
tion in which only the “new em 
ployes” were allowed to vote o 
whether they wanted to be repre 
sented by the strikers’ union.. 


Repeal Affdavits 


The bill. would also amend Taf: 
Hartley by repealing the section re 
quiring non-Communist . affidavi 
by officers of unions that want t 
use NLRB services. | as 2 

The bill would seek to deal wit 
management - serving “middlemen 
of the Nathan W. Sheffermaff typ 
by applying to such agents: the ex 
isting T-H penalties for gifts o 
money or other valuables to em 
ployes. 

Persons with records of crimina“ 
convictions would be ineligible fo: 


restored by the normal processes 
to their full citizens’ rights. This 
means, practically, an executive 
pardon for offenses before or after 
service of a prison sentence. 


The bill commends the adop- 
tion of ethical practice codes by 
unions and management groups 
and creates an advisory commit- 
tee on ethical practices to the 
secretary of labor. The only 
major move toward self-disciplin- 
ing ethical practice codes has 
been made by the AFL-CIO and 
its affiliated unions, all of which 
are under directions to place 
themselves in compliance. 


In a last-minute change, a pro- 
posed five-year time limit on the 
Kennedy-Ives bill was dropped and 
the measure, if passed as reported 
by the subcommittee, would be- 


“Interested Onlookers 


aes aia 


(Continued from Page 1) 
the arm when the House Banking 


community facilities bill, doubling 
the amount in the Senate-approved 
measure and lowering the interest 
rate set up in the Senate bill. - 
On the tax front, however, the 
Administration-Democratic agree- 
ment barring tax reduction held 


| sway although indications of a fight 


in the Senate for reductionsan ex- 
cises continued to grow. 

The House on a voice vote ap- 
proved extension of corporation 
income and excise taxes at their 
present rates for one year. 


come permanent law. 


Sen. Harry F. Byrd (D-Va) 


Committee approved a $2 billion’ 


7% of ‘Lalor. Force 
Is Still Unemployed 


chairman of the Senate Finance 
Committee said he will stand fast 
against all attempts td break the 
no-tax-cut agreement. 

The House Banking Commit- 
tee approved by a 16 -to 6 vote 
a public works program calling 
for federal loans to municipali- 
ties for construction of commu- 
nity facilities, 

The bill would bar the use of 
federal funds for school construc- 
tion or for use by state agencies, 
both contained in the Senate bill, 

The interest rate for 50-year 
loans was set at 2% percent com- 
pared to the Senate version of 


from 3% to 3% percent. 


Automation 


Bringing 


More Jobs 


To Glass Industry, Scheff Says 


Buffalo—Automation, the bane of workers in many industries, was described as having provided | 


“more jobs for workers in the glass industry” at the opening of the Flint Glassworkers conven- 


tion’ here. 


Intl. Pres. Charles M. Scheff said, however, that imports of foreign glass had resulted in a 
reduction of 50 percent in jobs held by hand-made glas$’ workers of the union. The president 


of the 36,000-member union, who 


hails from Toledo, O., told the 
300 delegates at the 81st annual 
convention that automation has en- 
abled the industry to turn out more 
products at less cost, thereby 
creating a greater demand. 

This, in turn, he said, has re- 
sulted in the need for more glass 
workers engaged in the phases of 


of organized labor. 


tornado in May 1955. 


tenance employes. 
the project. He added: 


this volunteer work.” 


Organized Labor Gives 
City New Office Building 


Wichita, Kan.—The Building & Construction Trades 
Council here has turned over to the town of Udall, Kan., a 
new fire station and city office building with the compliments 


The formal dedication and presentation of the actual 
building climaxed a 30-month effort by organized labor to 
replace the fire station and office building destroyed by a 


The structure was built by over 500 union men who 
donated their weekends and spare time, aided financially by 
‘19 unions in the area and over 40 contractors. 

The project was organized by H. E. Mooney, business 
representative of the Wichita council, to help the stricken 
town. The new building houses the town’s two fire trucks, 
the city clerk’s office, a library and workroom for city main- 


AFL-CIO Pres. George Meany, in a letter to Mooney, 
expressed his gratification at the role of labor in setting up 


“I congratulate you and your associates upon 
ee et een qnvicn: Aegean 


the fine 


4 


glass making that cannot be done 
by machines alone. 

He pointed out that the num- 
ber of workers engaged in glass 
blowing without the use of any 
forming equipment represents a 
small percentage of the union’s 
membership. 

“These workers,” he said, “are 
found primarily in glass-making 
associated with very fine glassware 
and in the. production of intricate 
lighting fixtures and  accoutre- 
ments.” 


McPeak in New 
Post on State 
Legislation 

Carl McPeak, who since the 
merger of the AFL and CIO has 


been serving as assistant director 
of the AFL-CIO Dept. of Organ- 


jization, has been appointed | to the 


newly created post of special Tep- 
resentative for state legislation. 

In his new assignment, McPeak 
will assist and advise AFL-CIO 
state central bodies on all prob- 
lems dealing with state legislative 
matters. 

.Prior to merger, McPeak was 
assistant to the executive vice pres- 
ident of the CIO and director of 
industrial union councils, working 
with CIO councils throughout the 
country. He was formerly the 


CIO’s Texas state director, 


- 


He explained that the training 


}of new workers is carried out by 


an apprenticeship program in 125 
plants. They work, he said, with 
all types of glassware except flat 
glass andglass containers. 

The foreign imports problem 
will be one of the questions dis- 


| cussed for action at the 10-day 


convention. Pres. Scheff indicated 
that the union will seek some 
type of action to modify recip- 
rocal trade agreements. 

The delegates were welcomed by 
James L. Kane, president of the 
Buffalo Federation of Labor, and 
James Miller, president of the 
Greater Buffalo Industrial Union 
Council. 


Shoe Unions Join 
In United Front 


_Montreal—The Boot & Shoe 
Workers, affiliated with the AFL- 
CIO and the Canadian Labor Con- 
gress, and the National Leather & 
Shoe Federation, of the Canadian 
& Catholic Confederation of 
Labor, have formed a united front 
for bargaining on behalf of 11,000 
members in the province of Que- 
bec. 

Officials of the two unions 
worked out an agreement under 
which all employers will be asked 
for a 17 percent increase in piece 
work rates and a guaranteed 30- 
hour week for salaried workers. 
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(Continued from Page 1) | 
would seriously cripple the union 
financially and drive a wedge be- 
tween union leadership and mem- 
bership. Nearly all of the other 
provisions of the contracts were 
continued in force. 


UAW Sticks to Principles 

But both the UAW leadership 
and membership chose to stick to 
the principles they were demand- 
ing in the new contract and to 
show the managements that the 
union did not have to depend on 
the check-off to maintain its mem- 
bership, its militance and its devo- 
tion to. principle. 

The contracts, negotiated in 
1955, expired at 11:59 p. m., May 
29 at General Motors, and June 


1 at the same hour at Ford and| 


Chrysler. 

Only once before—at Chry- 
sler for a few weeks in 1947— 
had any one of the Big Three 
worked without a contract since 
the original agreements were 
negotiated. General Motors can- 
celled its agreement in late 1945, 
but the GM workers were al- 


* ready on strike and the company 


did not attempt to operate its 
plants. 

The union made it clear that the 
corporations would be making a 
serious mistake if they interpreted 
these offers as a sign of weakness 
on the part of the UAW. 

UAW Pres. Walter P. Reuther 
sent Harlow Curtice, GM _ presi- 
dent, a letter just a few minutes 
before the GM contract expiration 
date the night of May 29 in which 
be set forth the union’s last pro- 
posal — including a vote by the 
workers, extension of the agree- 
ment and arbitration if negotiations 
failed. 

“The union has made repeated 
efforts to persuade the corporation 
to extend the present agreement 
to facilitate serious, good-faith col- 
lective bargaining and was motiy- 
ated not by any concern about the 
status of the union during a period 
of no-contract, for there are no 
problems of any importance that 
the union cannot adequately meet 
under such circumstances,” Reuther 
wrote. 

“Since the corporation has an- 
nounced that it will continue the 
essential provisions and condi- 
tions won by the UAW in previ- 
ous negotiations, cancellation of 
the agreement means no signif- 
icant change in the present con- 
ditions of the workers in the 
plants. 

“If the corporation, in calcu- 
lating its tactical position, acted 
to cancel the agreement on the 
assumption that this would create 
Pressure on the union as an in- 
stitution, it seriously miscalcu- 


IUD Survey Finds Major Gain 


UAW Strength 
Union Still United © 


As Contracts Expire 


lated because in no way does 
cancellation change the position 
of the union or lessen its deter- 
mination to negotiate a sound 
and satisfactory new agreement 
that provides answers to serious 
and pressing problems faced by 
GM. workers.” 

At meetings of the UAW’s Gen- 
eral Motors, Ford and Chrysler 
National. Councils on May 23, 
elected representatives of the work- 
ers in these plants outlined 11 areas 


covering pressing problems that |; 
had to be met in a new 1958 con- |' 


tract for the benefit, not only of 
UAW workers, but as a contribu- 
tion to the welfare of the* whole 
national community. (See box 
this page). 

Improvements in SUB 

The UAW pointed out repeat- 
edly that basic changes in the 
contract could be met at least 
partially at little or no cost to the 
corporation. For example, im- 
provements in supplemental unem- 
ployment benefits could be met en- 
tirely out of reserves already ac- 
cumulated in SUB funds without 
requiring any increase in the 5- 
cents-an-hour company payment 
provided in the 1955 agreement. 

As of the end of March, 

General Motors had paid into 
the fund $97,891,000. It has 
paid out—over a two-year pe- 
riod—only $7,056,400 in bene- 
fits. 
Out of this total of benefits 
paid out, two thirds had been 
paid out of accrued interest and 
appreciation and GM had had 
to dip into the moneys it had 
paid into the fund to pay only 
one third of the benefits. This 
left a staggering total of assets 
of $95,145,000, despite the great 
numbers of workers laid off. 

The pattern for the present ne- 
gotiations, as far.as the companies 
were concerned, was set nearly a 
year ago when in August, 1957, 
GM Pres. Curtice proposed a two- 
year extension of the existing con- 
tract without change. 

This was in response to the 
UAW’s suggestion that the Big 
Three reduce their prices on 1958 
models an average of $100 under 
1957 models. The intention of 
the auto makers, and their subse- 
quent action, was exactly the op- 
posite—to increase prices on 1958 
models. . 

Sensed Consumer Ire 

Sensing even that early, despite 
their optimistic predictions of a 
greater volume for 1958, the crys- 
talization .of consumer resistence 
to higher prices, the auto com- 
panies, or at least General Motors, 
was adjusting itself to a lower vol- 
ume of sales and production. 


Abandoning the sound economic 


In Contract Holiday Clauses 


A rapid postwar improvement in the holiday provisions of union 
contracts with large manufacturing concerns has been reported by 
the AFL-CIO Industrial Union Dept. , 

The IUD findings were based on a study of contracts covering 
5,000 or more workers, on file in the Labor Dept.’s Bureau of Labor 


Statistics, 
were 137 agreements affecting more 
than 2.7 million workers. 

The study showed that only 1.7 
Percent of the workers have con- 
tracts providing for less than six 
paid holidays; 13 percent ‘are paid 
for Six Or six and one-half paid 
holidays; 74 percent for seven holi- 
days, and 11 percent for eight or 
more holidays, 

Emphasizing the steady growth 
in these clauses in union agree- 
ments negotiated since war’s end, 

IUD compared its figures 


Included in the survey” 


with a 1952 BLS survey showing 
only 25 percent of the workers 
paid for seven or more holidays. 


Half of the 2.7 million workers 
affected, the IUD said, receive 
triple pay when they work on holi- 
days—double-time for the hours 
actually worked plus straight-time 
pay for the holiday itself. The re- 
maining 50 percent of the workers 
have contracts providing for pay 
ranging from time-and-one-half for 
holidays worked to two-and-a-half 
times normal pay. 


rk oe 2 | 


Surprises 
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DEMONSTRATING IN THE HOPE of speeding up contract talks, 2,500 members of Auto 


Auto 


Workers Local 600 at Ford Motor Co. in Detroit paraded outside the company’s main office 
building while union and management negotiators met. The UAW’s contracts with Ford, Chrysler 
and General Motors expired over the Memorial Day weekend and union members remained on 


the job without contracts. 


basis, on which the automobile and 
most other American mass-pro- 
duction industries were founded of 
high volume, low profit per unit 
but larger-overall profit, the com- 
panies were getting their ducks 
in a row to blame labor for high 
prices and low volume. 

By the time negotiations 
started, the then huge inventory 
of more than 900,000 new cars 
had accumulated, and GM put 
Curtice’s 1957 suggestion on the 
table as its collective bargain- 
ing proposal. Not long after, 
Ford and Chrysler followed the 
same line. 


Through two months of nego- 
tiations, none of them budged 
from that position. 

In the face of that adamant 
position, Reuther said: 


Fair Solution Sought 


“In the 1958 contract negotia- 
tions, we are seeking a sensible 
and sane, a fair and reasonable 
solution to a number of pressing 
and compelling problems that can- 
not be postponed but which must 
be met now. We are not seeking 
any advantage over management. 
But, on the other hand, we are 
not willing to permit management 
to use the present huge new-car 
inventory to gain an advantage 
over the workers and deny them 
their equity. 


“In these trying times, the 
UAW leadership is fully mind- 
ful of its responsibilities to UAW 
members and their families and 
to the nation as a whole. To 
meet and carry out these re- 
sponsibilities, the UAW has 
made numerous constructive 
proposals in an effort to resolve 
the issues in the 1958 negotia- 
tions and to achieve a just and 
honorable settlement. 

“Unfortunately, these repeated 
efforts on the part of the union 
have been rejected by the cor- 
porations, who have refused to 
bargain in good faith and have 
rigidly adhered to a position of 
offering an extension of the old 
contract without change on a 
‘take-it-or-leave it? basis in GM 
and Ford. 

“Chrysler, on the other hand, 
has insisted on numerous weak- 
ening amendments to the old 
agreement. 

“This is not good-faith bargain- 
ing nor does it meet the legal re- 
sponsibilities of the corporations 
under the law, nor their moral 
obligations to their employes.” | 


Rank and File Meetings 


Union members and leaders are 
going about the business at hand 
with no perturbation. UAW repre- 


sentative have fanned out across the 


>. 


rank and file and seek their guid- 
ance and test their reaction to un- 
ion policy. 


By the night of June 3, the 
Chrysler section of the union 
had held local leadership and 
membership meetings in all of 
its 35 locations throughout the 
country. The Ford section has 
held six area leadership meetings 
and a number of local member- 
ship meetings in Ford centers. 


The General Motors section 
has held 21 area meetings cover- 
ing 121 out of the 124 GM bar- 
gaining units in the country. The 
response has been the same: 
overwhelming in all cases and 
unanimous in most cases ap- 
proving the UAW policy. 


The. union informed the corpo- 


|rations that it stood ready to re- 


sume negotiations as soon as pos- 
sible and to reach a fair agreement 
without waiting for its tactically 
advantageous position. 
Negotiations Resumed 
Negotiations were resumed at 
General Motors and Ford June 4. 


It was expected they will be re- 
sumed shortly at Chrysler. 


In the meantime American Mo- 
tors, little brother of the Big Three, 
agreed to extend its contract if no 
agreement is reached by June 15, 
the expiration date. 


country to hold meetings with the) 


Big 4 Talks 
Scheduled by 
Rubber Union 


Akron, O.— The United Rub- 
ber Workers, seeking wage in- 
creases and pension and insurance 
improvements for approximately 
100,000 members, has set negotia- 
tion sessions with the rubber indus- 
try’s Big Four. 

Goodrich Meeting On 

URW Pres. L. S. Buckmaster 
said the union would meet the ma- 
jor rubber producers across the bar- 
gaining table on the following 
dates: 

@ B. F. Goodrich Co., involving 
15,000 workers, Cleveland, where 
sessions got underway June 5. 

@ Goodyear Tire & Rubber Co., 
23,000 workers, Cleveland, June 
10. 

@ Firestone Tire & Rubber Co., 
21,500 workers, Canton, O., June 
16. 

@ U. S. Rubber Co., 30,000 
workers, New York, June 17. 

The URW will be seeking a sub- 
stantial and adequate pay increase 
and necessary improvements in the 
pension and insurance agreements, 


Buckmaster said, 


needs of workers: 


improvements. 


they live. 


period of extended layoffs. 


geographical area. 
in productivity. 
the basic wage structure. 


on a fair and sensible basis. 


Auto Workers Seek Basic 
Improvements in 11-Areas 


Detroit—Here are the 11 areas in which the Auto Workers 
demanded basic improvements: to make new 1958-model 
contracts with the Big Three automotive firms meet the 1958 


1. More purchasing power for unemployed and short- 
time workers through supplemental unemployment benefit 


2. A cost-of-living adjustment in pension payments. 
3. Investment of a part of the pension funds in projects 
that will benefit the workers and the communities in which 


4. Protection for workers and their families when plants 
are abandoned or work is shifted to another community. 
5. Revised vacation eligibility to protect workers in a 


6. Adjustment of insurance costs so that benefits are 
more uniformly in proportion to premiums, regardless of 


7. A wage increase that accurately reflects the increase 
8. Factoring of the 24-cent 
9, Correction of wage inequities. 


10. Sensible and necessary contract improvements. _ 
11. The working out of legitimate local union demands 


cost-of-living allowance into 
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A REAL COPE FAMILY, Mr. and Mrs. O. J. Reynolds and their three daughters, Mary, Lydia and 


Jayne (all seated), get the congratulations of Dir. James ‘P. McDevitt of the AFL-CIO Committee 
on Political Education (left) and Joseph Brady of the Brewery Workers (right) at the COPE area 


conference in Atlanta, Ga. 


Louise, is a member of Office Employes Local 18. 
COPE Conferences Agree: 


Reynolds is business manager of Laborers Local 599 and his wife, 


——— 


Unemployment Tops Major 
Political Issues in 1958 


Unemployment, the high cost of living and pending anti-labor legislation in Congress and the 
state legislatures are stirring union members and their families to greater political activity this 
year than at any previous period. 

That is the conclusion of National COPE Dir. James L. McDevitt following the first four of 
the eight COPE area conferences scheduled this Spring. McDevitt and members of his staff have 


thus far held conferences in Louis-® 


ville, Ky.; Atlanta, Ga.; Boston, 
Mass.; and Philadelphia, Pa. 
Other Meetings Set 

Before the month is out addi- 
tional conferences will be ‘held in 
San Francisco, Calif.; Denver, 
Colo.; Oklahoma City, Okla.; and 

*Chicago, Ill. 

“I wish,” said McDevitt, “that 
some of the candidates for office 
this year could have sat in these 
conferences and listened to the 
people from the grass roots ex- 
press what is in the minds of the 
voters. 

“They would have learned 
that there is a real demand for 
action and that campaign slo- 
gans and pretty words aren’t 
going to do much to win votes. 


“There is an understanding of 
the issues and a desire to do 
something politically that ex- 
ceeds anything I have seen since 
Ive been engaged in this work.” 
This year’s. COPE conferences 
are being conducted on a discus- 
sion-group basis. Four panels ro- 
tate among the conferees taking up 
problems of COPE financing, 
women’s activities, political organ- 
ization and registration and issues 
and communications. 


No Rules in Politics 


Emphasis is on the interchange 
of experiences and participation by 
delegates in discussion. 


“The only rule in_ politics,” 
McDevitt said, “is that there are 
no rules. There is only success- 
ful experience and unsuccessful 
experience and the more each of 
us knows about what the other 
group has done and how it has’ 
worked, the better equipped each 
- “of us is to deal with the prob- 

lems that will arise this year.” 

The panels conducting the dis- 
cussions consist of leaders from 
the four-state or five-state areas 
involved in each conference. They 
are assisted by COPE staff mem- 
bers. 


During each session of the panel 
on issues and communications, del- 
egates were asked to list the issues 
they hear the most talk about 


Food Workers Push 
Drive for COPE 


Pittsburgh, Pa.— A cam- 
paign to stimulate contribu- 
tions to the Committee on Po- 
litical. Education has been 
announced by Local 590, 
Amalgamated Food Em- 
ployes. 

Beginning this month, a 
$50 U.S. Savings Bond will 
be awarded to the contribu- 
tor whose COPE receipt num- 
ber comes up in a monthly 
drawing. The grand prize— 
to be awarded in October— 
will be a week’s all-expense 
vacation for two in Bermuda. 

Prizes of a cigarette lighter 
or a pen and pencil set will 
go to each steward who ob- 
tains 100 percent COPE 
membership in his store. 


among their friends and neighbors. 
Without exception the first subject 
mentioned was unemployment or 
the recession. 


Sharp comments were heard 
regarding the failure of the na- 
tional Administration to demon- 
Strate any concern over jobless- 
ness. 

In the two southern conferences 
the second item mentioned was 
anti-labor legislation and how to 
secure repeal of state compulsory 
open-shop laws where they exist. 
The Boston and Philadelphia con- 
ferees were more concerned with 
the high cost of living and placed 
pending labor legislation third in 
importance, 

Other issues raised and discussed 
were taxes, foreign aid and tariffs, 
schools, social security and medical 
care, 
Reaction to Nixon 

At one conference a sounding 
was made on the grass-roots re- 
action to the kind of reception 
given Vice Pres. Richard M. Nixon 
in South America. 

“I notice,” said one of the 
delegates, “that George Meany 
and Bill Schnitzler went down 
there last year and were treated 


’ very cordially. That should give 


those folks in the State Dept. 

some ideas.” 

Evidence of burgeoning activity 
among trade union wives and 
women members came from the 
panel session on women’s activi- 
ties and special women’s meetings 
held in conjunction with the con- 
ferences. 


Women Are Active 
Delegates in Philadelphia heard 
the story of the local women’s 
activities director who built a pro- 
gram starting cold from a tele- 
phone book. 

Others heard of the devotion 
of a wife who had agreed to hold 
a coffee party for a candidate. 
The day before the party was 
scheduled she fell down the stairs 
of her home and fractured her 
Shoulder. She had the shoulder 
set that afternoon, held the party 
the following day, and only then 
went to the hospital for treat- 
ment. 


Panels on political organization 
and registration and COPE financ- 
ing reviewed procedures and 
tackled the problems most often 
arising. 

McDevitt Is Confident 

“Realistically,” commented Mc- 
Devitt, “I know we've got a lot of 
hard work ahead of us this year 
but you can’t come away from one 
of these conferences without the 
feeling that it’s going to get done 
regardless of the obstacles. 

“These are people who know the 
score and they’re going to do the 
job.” 


Union Secretary of 
D7 to Be Judge 


New York—Mrs. Kathleen Kin- 
nick, winner of last year’s “Miss 
Union Secretary” title, has been 
namd a judge in the 1958 con- 
test. 

Rules and entry blanks for the 
contest—sponsored by Remington 
Rand—are available through Un- 
ion Advertising Service, 302 Fifth 
Ave., New York, 


'|\Governors Must Act 


(Continued from Page 1) 
tures which, AFL-CIO Pres. 
George Meany has charged, 
have “consistently failed to meet 
their responsibilities” in the 23- 
year history of unemployment 
compensation. 

What the states must decide, 
before the jobless pay periods can 
be extended, is whether to finance 
the temporary program out of ex- 
isting reserves or to use federal 
funds which would have to be re- 
paid through an increase in em- 
ployer tax contributions in 1963 
unless some other method of re- 
payment is elected by the individual 


legislatures. 


Business Groups Opposed 

In effect, a decision to accept 
federal loans would constitute a 
commitment to increase employer 
taxes five years from now——a move 
certain to be bitterly opposed by 
state business groups which have, 
in most cases, dominated state 
legislatures and , hamstrung liberal 
efforts in the past to liberalize 
compensation programs. 

Complicating an already un- 
certain picture is the fact that 
only six state legislatures are cur- 
rently in s€ssion, with special 
sessions planned in only three 
additional states as of now. Un- 
less governors of the other states 


Jobless Pay Battle |{ Ui 
Shifts to States 


schedule similar special sessions 
—and this is extremely doubtful 
in all but a handful of states— 
no implementation of the almog 
meaningless compensation bilj 
will be forthcoming. 

Opponents to improvement of 
jobless benefit periods have al 
ready laid down their strategy 
for blocking even temporary aid 
to the jobless workers in their 
states, by serving notice that they 
would try to include anti-labor 
legislation on any call for a spe. 
cial session. 

Only in two states—-New York 
and Connecticut—can unemployed 
workers who have exhausted thei 
benefits look forward to early Te 
lief from their economic diffi. 
culties. The Democratic governon 
of these two states—New York 
Averell Harriman and Connecti. 
cut’s Abraham A. Ribicoff—had 
won legislative approval of pro 
grams to extend the jobless pay 
period before Congress acted. 

The governors of Illinois and 
Montana have already indicated 
they have the authority, without 
legislative action, to sign agree 
ments with the federal government 
to accept advances for extension 
of the program, but have given 
no indication as to whether or not 
they will take immediate steps in 
this direction. 


12 FEP States Cite 
Gains Against Bias 


Major discriminatory barriers have been broken through by the 


activities of the fair employment practices commissions which now 
operate in 12 states, a report to the Conference of Governors of 


Civil Rights States declared. 


Published by the American Jewish Committee for the Continu- 
ing Committee of Governors on®—— 


Civil Rights, which the conference 
created, the report summarizes the 
experiences of the commissions and 
contains the statement of purpose 
and recommendations adopted by 
the governors last December in 
New York City. 


“Events of 1957 demonstrated 
clearly that much of the respon- 
sibility for securing those rights 
for which ‘governments are in- 
stituted among men’ rests upon 
the states as well as the federal 
government,” the statement de- 
clared. “As responsible political 
units of a great nation, the states 
must assume their obligations as 
earnestly as they assert their 
rights. 


“High among those obliga- 
tions is the responsibility to se- 
cure for all the privileges and 
immunities of citizenship; free- 
dom of conscience and expres- 
sion; and equality of opportu- 
nity under law.” 

The states represented at the 
conference have a total popula- 

tion of 61 million people. Called 
jointly by Governors Averell Har- 
riman (D-N. Y.) and G. Mennen 
Williams (D-Mich.), the meeting 
marked the first time in the his- 
tory of the nation that governors 
of several states met together to 
take constructive action on civil 
rights. 

Advancing a series of recom- 
mendations for improved civil 
rights enforcement at both the 
state and federal levels,- the gov- 
ernors declared that “the principles 
of conciliation, coupled with legal 
sanction when needed, as em- 
bodied in our states’ FEPC laws, 
have proved workable. When fully 
understood by the public, they 
have gained acceptance wherever 
adopted.” 


“Many note that the very pas- 
sage of the law has signified more 


than simply an expression of a 
democratic climate of opinion; the 
existence of! this anti-discrimina- 
tion legislation, coupled with a re- 
spect for law and the educational 
and regulatory work of the com- 
missions, has effected deep-rooted 
changes in public opinion,” the re 
port said. “These are not: ab 
stract changes; they can be meas 
ured in new opportunities now 
available to minorities. 


Effect on Minority 

“Less measurable, but perhaps of 
even greater significance in the 
long run, is the impact of the 
laws upon the attitudes of minority 
groups themselves. By protecting 
the civil rights of all citizens, these 
laws have helped create among 
members of minority groups a new 
sense of confidence and optimism. 
This is an immediate gain, fot 
which the commissions are in part 
responsible. And there is promisé 
of even greater achievement in the 
year ahead.” 

The 12 states with FEP com- 
missions participating “in the com 
ference are Colorado, Connecti 
cut, Massachusetts, Michigan, Min- 
nesota, New Jersey, New York, 
Oregon, Pennsylvania, Rhode Is 
land, Washington and Wisconsin 


Pilots End Strike 
Against Western 


Los Angeles—A 91-day strike 
against Western Air Lines by the 
Airline Pilots Association has beea 
settled with an agreement to send 
all outstanding issues to final af 
bitration. 


The arbitration plan was sub. 


mitted to both sides by the N# 
tional Mediation Board. The aif 
line links 47 cities in the U.S» 
Canada and Mexico with? ovet 
9,100 miles of air routes. 
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Union Program for Creative Use of Leisure 


THE CREATIVE AND INTELLIGENT use of leisure is the mark of a healthy, happy, mature 
human being, the Intl. Ladies Garment Workers believe. It stresses this outlook in its annual Spring 
Festival and Craft Exhibit in New York City. Above, a choral group entertains at the festival. 


MEN AND WOMEN do not live by bread alone. In the old days 
art flourished under the patronage of kings, rich men and corpora- 
tions. Today the union helps its members express their creative 
skills and instincts. This ILGWU member displays her second 
successful piece of sculpture. 


THE EXHIBITS AT THE ILGWU show include painting, sculp- | oe Be a. . ee 
ture, ceramics, leather, metal work and photography. Some workers DANCING, BALLROOM AND FOLK, is one of the major programs at the festival. The union 
prefer hand loom weaving, above, evolving intricate patterns as has freed the worker from fear of dismissal and exploitation, now it helps its members sing, dance, 


they produce cloth. paint and sculpt. . 


IN MARCH 1958 Garment Workers in New York demonstrated that they could 
march on picket lines. In the spring they showed they can do other things as well. 

The 10-day exhibit featured exhibits of painting. The class above is working 

with a live model. 


WHAT GOOD IS LEISURE unless it is used wisely and well? This group, deeply 
engrossed in ceramics, is typical of classes of ILGWU workers who spend their 
spare time with union assistance, in creative endeavor that gives them the basis 


for a lifetime of pleasure. 
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Pose Six 
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Union Busting, 1958 Model 


r[HE BIG THREE automobile producers’ decision to cancel = =e 
their contracts with the Auto Workers is a bald attempt to} @ 


exploit the recession and brush aside the basic problems con- 
fronting both the industry and the union. 

It is also an ill-conceived and irresponsible attempt to cancel 
the. union: along with the contract. 


Years of intensive efforts to spell out the rights and duties of 
the union and the employer in a comprehensive contract have been 
temporarily tossed out the window. 

Instead of bargaining in good faith to help solve the problems . 
caused by mass layoffs, the severe pinch on the pensioned worker 


in a period of rising prices, the problem of tiding over the un- ~ 


employed worker, the auto companies have arrogantly tossed 
Le ee eee 
UAW to strike. 


This is a reversion to the freebooting labor relationa of the 19th 
Century, of the use of the threat of starvation and destitution to 
bring workers “into line.” 


The Big Three will soon discover that they have bitten off more 
than they can chew. The UAW has organized thoroughly and 
well. Its members are united behind the UAW position that a 
1955 contract is not good enough in 1958. Nor have they for- 
gotten the bitter struggles to organize the industry in the 1930's. 

The workers won’t let their union be cancelled out by fear or 
intimidation or stupid harassment. The UAW will be around 
in full strength and ready to talk contract when the Big Three 
decide to substitute collective bargaining for senseless bullying. 


Test for America 


A= ABILITY to give responsible leadership and di- 
rection to the never-ending battle with Communist totalitari- 
anism is facing a critical test in Congress. 

The world—Communist, non-Communist and uncommitted— 
is watching the maneuvering in the House and Senate preparatory 
to showdown votes on a mutual security program and extension 
of the reciprocal trade act. 

If we reduce or abandon our aid or trade programs at this 
critical moment the Soviets will have scored a major victory. 
For the moment the Communists are using economic aid pro- 
grams and trade agreements as a “come-on” to the uncommitted 
and newly organized nations. Having set up an economic rela- 
tionship, the Communists would be in a prime position to in- 
filtrate and seize political control. 

The effectiveness of our aid and trade programs over the past 
decade have brought the current Communist reaction. We must 
meet this challenge with wider and more sweeping programs 
rather than narrowing and emasculating programs that have 
played a key role in blocking Communist penetration. 

In the final analysis America will prosper and remain free only 
if the world community prospers and retains its free institutions. 
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Crisis in France: 


political crisis and the return of Gen. Charles 
DeGaulle to the premiership, the non-Communist 
trade union forces have played a key role in de- 


torial encroachments from the right and the left. 


The seizure of the Algerian civilian government 
by French army officers and the potential danger 
of military dictatorship being extended to the 
French mainland, posed two dangers for the non- 
Communist trade union movement and the coun- 
try’s democratic forces: 


1—The usurpation of constitutional power by 
an army-oriented dictator representing rightist 
or neo-Fascist elements. 


2—The usurpation of democratic government by 
the Communist Party on the pretext of overthrow- 
ing the so-called forces of fascism. 


Force Ouvriere, the Socialist-oriented, non-Com- 
munist trade union organization, and the Christian 
trade unions met this challenge from both right and 
left by insisting that any new government be con- 
stitutionally selected and refusing to join in a Com- 
munist-dominated People’s Front proposed by the 
Communists under the guise of defending demo- 
cratic institutions. 


The Communist-controlled trade ‘unions in the 
CGT approached FO seeking joint action on strikes 
and protests during the political crisis. 


Communist Bid Rejected 


FO leader Robert Bothereau rejected the over- 
ture which would have given the Communists the 
opportunity to take over and assume the maderdup 
mantle in a new People’s Front. 

The FO and the Christian unions, striving to 
check hasty emotional reactions, strongly opposed 
the army’s seizure of power in Algeria. On De- 
Gaulle’s bid for power, the non-Communist trade 
unions insisted only that any new eset take 
power constitutionally. 

They said in a recent release: 

“The two trade union confederations—Christian 
Workers (CFTC) and Force Ouvriere (FO)—affirm 
that the only government they can recognize as 
being valid is one regularly formed according to 
constitutional rules and the result of the regular 
procedures of republican institutions. 

“The two confederations announce that the work- 
ers, indissolubly loyal to the democratic regime and 
to civil and individual liberties, cannot remain pas- 


The Ameriwan Federation of Labor and Congress of In- 
dusrial Organizations does not accept paid advertising in 
amin 


sive and will wse all the methods of struggle they 


fending constitutional government against dicta-— 


Unions Fight Dictatorship 
By Military or Communists 


N THE CONFUSION attending the French - 


possess if the legal powers of the Republic are not 
able to prevent threats of a dictatorship and the 
assumption of personal power.” 


Wait-and-See Attitude 


The trade union groups’ attitude on DeGaulle is 


of a wait-and-see nature. They seek more con- 
firmation that he can force the military to return to 
allegiance to the central French government in 
Paris and that his bid for French constitutional 
reforms will not injure democratic processes. 

Many leaders of the French Socialist Party, with 
which the FO is closely allied, think that DeGaulle 
is the only individual who can handle the present 
situation and eventually permit some kind of a 
political solution in Algeria. They have taken this 
position despite the fact that they have no enthusi- 
asm for DeGaulle personally. 


DeGaulle, from all apparent indications, seeks 
a constitutional regime which he can control with 
a minimum of interference. He seeks a strong 
executive that would not be at the mercy of 
French political parties or the whims of the Na- 
tional Assembly. 


In a programmatic sense he has not yet defined 
his position. One correspondent in Paris describes 
the general as “neither a Fascist nor a Bonapartist. 

. The fact is that he is not really interested in 
domestic political or social issues. What concerns 
him is... foreign policy.” 


Rally Tells Women 
‘Work’ Law Evils 


Los Angeles—A giant women’s political rally 
was staged here this week by the Ladies’ 
Garment Workers’ Union to familiarize wives, 
daughters and neighbors of ILGWU members 
of the dangers of “right-to-work” legislation. 

The meeting was promoted by the Los Am 
geles Joint Board to explain to the union’s 
distaff, side that “anti-labor legislation hits 
workers in their pay checks,” according to 
Isador Stenzor, manager of the Cloakmakers. 

The women attending the rally were urged 
to make it known in their neighborhoods that 
they were participating in the fight against 
“right-to-work” legislation in California be- 
cause “their standard of living is at stake,” 
Stenzor said. 
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AFL-CIO NEWS, 


fong-Term Retreat: — 


Recession Logical Climax 
To Stunted Growth Rate 


’ The Conference on Economic Progress, a non-profit, non-political 


research, has done an exhaustive analysis of the recession and related it to the problems of eco- 
nomic growth. The AFL-CIO News is carrying the following excerpts from the summary section of 
the conference’s study “The ‘Recession’—Cause and Cure.” The 54-page pamphlet is available from 


the conference at 50 cents per copy, with lower rates for bulk or 


N. W., Washington 6, D. C. It was prepared under the direction of Leon Keyserling, former chair- 


man of the President’s Council of Economic Advisers. 


quarter-century, has even deeper meaning than the statistics themselves. 
We are confronted by a great totalitarian opponent which knows what it wants, acts persistently 
in terms of decades, lifts its goals as its employed resources expand, and budgets its resources to 


serve the purposes it values most. 
We cannot afford to be indeci 


value most. 


Our failure to meet the great economic challenge springs from four interrelated causes: failure 
to grasp the deeper significance of the “recession,” failure to see the immense size of the eco- 
nomic tasks now confronting us; failure to appreciate how much we can gain by undertaking these 
tasks fully, and how much we would lose by not doing so; and failure to take persistent, 


prehensive, and far-sighted action. 
DEEPER SIGNIFICANCE OF ‘ 


The paralysis of indecision and inaction, in the face of the most serious economic decline in a 


ive about what ‘we want, to vacillate from day-to day, to reduce 
our goals as productive resources remain unemployed, and to sacrifice the purposes we should 


WASHINGTON, D. C., SATURDAY, 


JUNE. 7, 1958 


Y oe 


organization engaged in economic 


ders, at 1001 Connecticut Ave., 


com- 


JHE “RECESSION”—There is a 
naive notion that the “recession” 
came without warning in 1957, 
and that it may go away soon for 
reasons not yet disclosed. None of 
this is true. The “recession” has, 
been merely the most recent phase 
of, and has been due to the same 
causes as, the long-term economic 
retreat since the end of the Korean 
War. 

Our total economy has needed 
to grow more than 4,5 percent a 
year to utilize growing productive 
resources. It actually averaged bet-| 
ter than this during 1947-1953. 
But during 1953-1957, we aver- 
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Average Annual Rates of Growth 


aged only about one-half the 


NOMY IS GROWING | 
OUR ECONOMY 


REAL GROWTH IN 
INDUSTRIAL PRODUCTION 


UP 11% UP 11% 


UP1.6% Ist.0.1957- 
{st.0. 1958 


1953-57 Ist. 0.1957- 
Ist 0.1958 


Soviet Union 


DOWN 10.3% . 
United States 


needed rate of growth, and from 
1956 to 1957 less than one-fourth. 


Data: Alt estimates of Soviet growth, actual and projected, ore rough approximations, based on avo'tah'e studies. wprugias 


Administered Prices 


And as we neglected the long- 
term retreat, the shriveling rate of 
growth was followed by actual 
“recession.” 

The causes of the long-term 
economic retreat and of the “re- 
cession” are inseparable. Exces- 
sive administered -price increases, 
and growing deficiencies in real 
wages and salaries and in farm in- 
come, led to an investment boom 
in productive facilities outrunning 
deficient consumption. 

Even with falling investment 
during the “recession” phase, 
prices have continued to rise. An 
unduly tight federal budget policy 
relative to our needs and resources, 
the pernicious tight money policy 
and the deflation of farm income, 
added to the retreat. 

IMMENSE SIZE OF TASKS 
NOW CONFRONTING US—To 
achieve a reasonably full economy 
even by 1960, and to make this 
“recovery” an integral part of a 
long-term advance at a full growth 
rate through 1964, we must lift our 
economy above levels pertaining 
in first quarter 1958 by these 
amounts: 

We must lift total national 
production by about $45 billion 


for 1959 as a whole, and by about 
$195 billion in 1964; 

We must increase employment 
by 2.7 million for 1959, by almost 
5 million by 1960 to restore full 
employment, and by 9.5 million by 
1964; ’ 

We must lift consumer spending 
by nearly $25 billion for 1959 and 
by five times this amount by 1964, 
and we must lift consumer incomes 
accordingly; 

We must lift total private invest- 
ment by about $12 billion for 1959, 
and by 3.5 times this amount by 
1964; 

To help generate this amount of 
economic expansion, and to start 
to remove current deficiencies in 
national security and in vital 
domestic programs, public outlays 
for goods and services at all levels 
of government need to be lifted by 
$9 billion for 1959 as a whole, and 
by 3.5 times this amount by 1964. 
About two-thirds of this advance 
for 1959, and more than half of this 
advance by 1964, should be pro- 
vided by federal outlays. 

The shallow efforts thus far 
made to reverse the “recession” 
may lead to a “leveling off” later 
this year, and then to some 
slight upturn. It is equally pos- 
sible that these shallow efforts 
may result in worsening of the 
“recession.” 

But almost all informed fore- 
casts agree that the best to be 
expected under current ap- 
proaches is that the years 1959 
and even 1960 will be charac- 
terized by a very,low rate of 
economic growth. This would 
mean a very high level of 
chronic unemployment. And the 
etid result would be another 
“recession,” more serious than 
the current one, just as this one 
is more serious than the last. 

NEEDED IMMEDIATE PRO- 
GRAMS FOR. “RECOVERY” 
AND GROWTH— 


AFL-CIO News Used 
In Classroom Work 


Columbus, Ohio—Dwight 
G. Dean, Ph.D., chairman 
of the sociology department 
at Capital University, em- 
ploys the AFL-CIO News in 
classroom work “as a means 
of presenting a side seldom, 
if ever, read by the usual stu- 
dent.” 

The News, Dean com- 
mented, “is a welcome anti- 
dote” to the daily press 
‘which is conservative if not 
reactionary.” Among one 
class’ assignment from Dean 
was perusal of the News for 
labor’s viewpoint om some 
Current issue. 

Capital University is an 
educational institution of the 
American Lutheran Church. 


sa 


—Immediate but permanent 
federal assistance should be ex- 
tended to states in amounts suffi- 
cient to provide insured and unin- 
sured unemployed workers with 
payments equal to at least half 


their usual wages for so long as 
they may be unemployed. This 
could.add perhaps $2 billion to the 
spending stream by 1959. Old age 
insurance benefits and assistance 
should be increased rapidly, and 


close to doubled by 1964. 

yd —An immediate tax reduction 
of $6 to $7 billion, mainly for 

low- and middle-income consumers, 

should be enacted. 


——— President’s original 
budget for fiscal 1959, propos- 
ing $72.8 billion for specific pur- 
poses (with $1.1 billion for con- 
tingencies), should be raised by 
$4.6 billion, more than $11 billion 
by calendar 1960, and by more 
than $23 billion by calendar 1964. 


4 tight money policy 
should be reversed. All govern- 
ment housing credit and insurance 
programs should immediately be 
liberalized as to interest rates and 
amortization, and combined with 
expanded federal outlays for low 
income housing and urban redevel- 
opment, aiming at total construc- 
tion of about 2 million new homes 


a year. 
oe farm program should 
immediately be revised drasti- 
cally, with unified goals for ample 
farm production for domestic 
needs and exports, for farm pro- 
duction facilities and population 
adjusted to these needs, and for 
farm incomes pointed toward par- 
ity of income. 


—Some key industries should, 


wage increases geared to expanded 
consumption. They will be able to 
do more when the government as- 
sumes its prime responsibility to 
combat “recession.” 


A prosperity and full eco- 
nomic growth are less inflation- 
ary than stagnation or “recession.” 
Since September 1957, both con-: 
sumer and wholesale prices have 
risen faster than during the period 
1948-1953 as a whole, which was 
marked by very rapid economic 
growth in a generally full econo- 
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now make price reductions and] 
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TWO REMARKABLE THINGS are happening among Repub- 
licans in Congress: An unusually large number are choosing not 
to run again and the notorious but once-powerful Senate GOP 
“Class of 1946” is disappearing as a factor. 

It is well-known, of course, that six senior Republican sen- 
ators have decided to pull out. Less attention has been paid 
to the fact that 23 GOP representatives—approximately one- 
eighth of the party’s House membership—have announced-they _ 
will not seek re-election. 

Only one of the six GOP senators—Knowland of California— 
is running for another office, the governorship of his state. Jen- 
net of Indiana presumably may also seek a governorship when 
the election comes up in 1960. . 

The other four—Ives of New York, Alexander Smith of New 
Jersey, Flanders of Vermont, Martin of Pennsylvania—are simply 
quittifig on account of age, health, family circumstance or dubic 1s 
re-election prospects. 

Only five of the 23 retiring House GOP members are running 
for other offices. Three of them—Kean of New Jersey, Scott of 
Pennslvania, Prouty of Vermont—are trying for the Senate; 
Devereux of Maryland is running for governor; Hillings of Cali- 
fornia wants to be state attorney-general. The other 18 areenon- 
starters, for a variety of reasons. 


THE MORTALITY AMONG REPUBLICANS generally, how- 
ever, is as nothing compared to the decimation of the GOP’s 
Senate Class of °46, which for the three years 1950-52 was a 
potent, swaggering and malignant influence in American political 
life. 

The Class of °46 was the product of a sorehead reaction | 
against the war compounded by the false “meat shortage” issue 
that abetted Harry S. Truman in losing the congressional 
elections. ; 

Four of the GOP newcomers of ’46 were quickly recognized as 
perfectly decent, able, conservative or middle-road Republicans— 
Ives, Flanders, Thye of Minnesota, Williams of Delaware. Watkins 
of Utah was later added to this list. 

Eight others were McCarthy of Wisconsin, Jenner, Martin, 
Harry P. Cain of Washington, Zales Ecton of Montana, Bricker 
of Ohio, Kem of Missouri, Malone of Nevada. 

What happened and is happening to them is a lesson in change. 
Cain, Ecton and Kem were beaten in 1952 after one term; 
Cain became again the apparently fundamentally decent young 
man he had been before and Kem became a Washington lawyer. 
~ Now Ives and Flanders are leaving and among the others in 

the first group Thye at least is in political trouble. 

McCarthy is dead, Jenner and Martin are departing. Malone 
no longer is reported so frequently in the Washington society pages 
as fraternizing exclusively with right-wing Republican journalistic 
groups; he was one of three Republicans who broke party lines 
‘on the unemployment compensation bill to vote for the Kennedy 
“federal standards” amendment. About Bricker, the most to be 
said is that he is without affirmative influence; he is written off 
as a product of Ohio’s peculiar political stalemate. 


xk kk * 


THE PICTURE PRESENTED by the Republicans contrasts 
sharply with that of the Democrats. ‘ 

A few but by no means an unusual number of House members 
are retiring. No senior Democrat is voluntarily leaving the Senate. 
From the House, Clair Engle of California, Eugene J. McCarthy 
of Minnesota and Robert C: Byrd of West Virginia are seeking 
Senate seats. 23 


THE RETREAT FROM FULL EMPLOYMENT 
HAS BEEN OF LONG DURATION 


TRUE LEVEL OF UNEMPLOYMENT 
(Millions of Workers) 


Vi 


1953-1957 Ist.Qtr.1958 April 958 
Annual Average Seasonally Adjusted Y 


TRUE UNEMPLOYMENT AS PERCENT CIVILIAN LABOR FORCE 
9.8% 


ta Consus Estimate of 


Unemployment 


Wl 
1957 


1953 


1953-1957 1957 
Annual Average 
AF Represents full-time unemployment equivalent of part-time employment due to economic reqsons. 
2 Census estimate of . not Hy adjusted, wos 5.0 milion 
ta ist, qtr, 1956 ond 5:1 million in April 1958, 
DATA! Census estimate of t, Dept. of 5 Estimotes 
- of true unemployment, Conference on Economic Progress. 


Ist.Qtr.1958 April 1958 
Seasonuly Adjusted 
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How to Buy: 


Unions Form Group 
Auto Insurance Plan 


By Sidney Margolius . 
ROUP LIFE AND HEALTH insurance, and group pension 
plans, have become the fastest-growing types of family protec- 
tion. _They have produced savings of as much as 15-30 percent 
from the cost of similar insurance policies bought on an individual 
basis. 

Take medical expense insurance. Ten years ago only a half- 
million Americans were covered by 
group plans. Today, 24 million are 
covered. 

Now, for the first time in U.S. 
history, a similar method of insuring 
large groups of car owners is being 
tried out by the Multnomah, Ore., 
Labor Council, and the Nationwide 
Insurance Co., the country’s Yourth 
largest auto insuror. 

Already six Oregon local unions 
are offering a pioneering low-cost 
auto-insurance plan to their members. 
The plan is experimental, and is not 
yet available in other parts of the 
country. But if it works out success- 
fully in Oregon, it may prove to be 
one of the most effective ways of restraining. spiraling auto- 
insurance bills. Ne 

The plan tentatively has established initial rates for members 
of the labor groups of 5 to 30 percent less than standard rates for 
the same coverage. But if permitted, the plan eventually will pay 
- additional dividends or rebates to the groups, apes on their 
accident records. 

‘At present the plan is described as “a whbleosie, low-cost 
method of writing individual auto insurance policies.” The big 
saving is in the lower marketing and selling expenses made 
possible by signing up a lot of people at a time, 

Still another cost-cutter is the group traffic safety program made 
possible by group enrollment. 

' Until group auto insurance reaches your own area, how can 
your protect yourself against the booming cost of such protec- 
tin? You can seek out the “preferred-risk” companies who give- 
low rates to drivers with good safety records. If you use an 
agent, you can ask him to place your insurance with one of the 
rate-deviating companies that charge 10 or 30 percent below 
standard rates. 

Finally, you can concentrate your coverage on liability insurance, 


and eliminate collision coverage on your own Car. 
Copyright 1958 by Sidney Margolius 


From Soup to Nonsense: 


Guaranteed Ways 
To Hear a Pin Drop 


By Jane Goodsell 
ANT TO HEAR A PIN DROP? Ask one of the following 
questions. Then drop a pin. Ten to one you'll hear it land. 
“Who left the bathroom in such an awful mess?” 
“Would anybody like another serving of creamed tripe?” 
\ “Does anyone in the class have 
anything to add to our discussion of 
the past pluperfect subjunctive 
tense?” 
“Can anybody here loan me a 
ten-spot until payday?” 
“My plane leaves at 7:15 a.m. 
. Who'd like to drive me to the air- 


“Can any of the ladies present re- 
member seeing Rudolph Valentino in 
The Desert Song?” 

“It has been moved that all mem- 
bers be assessed $10 to make 
up our current deficit. Do I hear a 
second?” 3 

“’D LIKE TO SHOW you people 
a little invention of mine. It’s a combination garlic press and 
buttonhook. Once this thing hits the market, believe me, it’ll be; 
a sensation! Lucky for your folks, there’s still a chance to get 
in on the ground floor. Who'd like to put a little money into an 
absolutely sure-fire investment that will bring at least a 200 percent 
return on your money in six months?” 

“We don’t have to just sit around and talk. Who'd like to 
play Twenty Questions?” 

“Whose turn is it to help with the dishes tonight?” 

“Who wants to be Santa Claus this year at the office party?” 

“Is there anybody here who'd like to volunteer for a little ex-| 
periment I’m conducting in hypnosis?” 

“Guess how much I paid for this dress. Go ahead, guess!” 

“Who used up all the hot water?” 

“Is there anybody here who can’t keep a secret?” 

“Would any of you fellows lke to stop playing: poker and 
dance?” 


Vandercook Says: 


(This column is excerpted from the nightly 
broadcasts of John W. Vandercook, ABC com- 
mentator, sponsored by the AFL-CIO. Listen to 
Vandercook over the ABC network scares 
through Friday at 10 p. m., EDT.) 

HE IMMEDIATE EFFECTS of a recession are 

bad enough. That cold, suet-like clot of fear that 

now abides somewhere just below the ribs of more 

than 5 million Americans who have lost their jobs 
leaves a scar which will not quickly disappear. 

Posseqaions wear out. Hopes and ambitions are 

’ postponed. Even worse 

are what, if we are not 

extremely watchful, may 

be the long-term _ results 

of this recession. For it 

becomes ever more evident 


pose it is to set back the 
economic clock. It is an 
axiom with which no 
thoughtful person disa- 
grees, that bad times come 
when mass_ purchasing 


Vandercook 

power decreases. 
Knowing that, it is almost inconceivable that 
a serious attempt would be made at such a time 
as this still further to lower purchasing power and 
to keep it at a low ebb for an indefinite period. 
But precisely that is happening. A breed of Amer- 
ican businessman most of us have optimistically 
believed was extinct has begun to reassert itself. 
These are hard times, those arch-reactionaries are 
saying. We then, will do our utmost to make 

them harder. 

Trade-unionism, it had been assumed, has long 
been an ac¢epted, and an acceptable, fixture of the 
American economy. Yet we have recently seen 
one of the biggest American corporations, General 
Motors, seek to take advantage of the depression in 


Morgan Says: 


» (This column is excerpted from the nightly 
broadcasts of Edward P. Morgan, ABC commen- 
tator, sponsored by the AFL-CIO. Listen to Mor- 
gan over-the ABC network Monday through 
Friday at 7 p. m., EDT.) 


EMORIAL DAY is a day when old soldiers 

Telive old glories, when small boys squat at 
the curb to cheer the band and the colors past, 
when gold star mothers gather at gravesides to touch 
grief again and citizens at large think solemn 
thoughts of the fallen; and when statesmen pledge 
they shall not have died 
in vain. 

It is a time too when re- 
porters, straining for Pul- 
itzer prizes, unfurl patri- 
otic paragraphs about the 
nation’s observance of a 
brave and militant herit- 
age. 

Through sock ‘an at- 
mosphere in Washington 
moved. two mute anony- 
mous citizens from the ro- 
tunda of the national capi- 
tol along Constitution avenue across Memorial bridge 
over the Potomac to Arlington National cemetery 
—the unknown dead they were, of World War II 
and Korea, dispatched to lie with the nameless 
doughboy of World War I in the white marble 
tomb of the unknown soldier, that mystic monument 
on a lovely wooded bluff above Lee’s mansion and 
overlooking the quitely splendid springtime skyline 
of the capital. 


The flat, blue-white heat of a Maytime sun 


Washington Reports: 


~ Morgan 


EN. FREDERICK PAYNE (R-Me.) and Rgp. 

Henry Reuss (D-Wis.) predicted that the cur- 
rent session of Congress would enact a measure to 
aid chronically depressed areas. They were inter- 
viewed on “Washington Reports to the People,” 
AFL-CIO public service program. 

Reuss said he expects the bill to pass by “a nar- 
row margin” in the House. It passed the Senate, 46 
to 36. Payne said he expected the Président to sign 
“because he has recommended legislation similar to 
this in the last two sessions.” 

Payne said the bill would apply at home the 
technical assistance program that we have hitherto 
been restricting to foreign economies. 

Areas that have had more than 6 percent unem- 
ployment over an extended period would benefit. 
Payne said that after a request from local officials 


teehnicians would study the situation and recom- 


that powerful forces are 
at work whose blind pur- - 


Recession Leaves Its Scars 


the car market deliberately to smash the great unio, 
with which it has long had honorable dealings by 
insisting upon the outmoded “open shop.” It would 
no longer follow the routine practice of withhold. 


-ing the union dues of its employes, unless it go; 


exactly the contract it demanded. 


That return to an attitude of open hostility toward 
labor, as if U. S. workers were the enemies of 
American business instead of the partners and the 
best customers of American business, is even more 
disturbingly revealed by the current. pressure for 
so-called “right-to-work” laws. Eighteen states alk 
ready have such laws. In seven more states, as. 
tonishingly well-financed organizations which are 
curiously shy about revealing where their funds are 


. toming from, are agitating for comparable legisla. 


tion. The avowed effect of “right-to-work” laws 
is to abolish closed shop and union shop contracts, 
Their actual purpose is to wreck the whole trade 
union movement in the United States. 


In a world where all free nations have taken it 
for granted that the ancient, dog-eat-dog struggle 
of capital against labor ended generations ago, 

* what most deeply concerns all Americans of every 
income level, and of every occupation is this: 
The genuine aim of “right-to-work” laws, and of 
every union-busting corporate action, is to reduce 
wages. If the political and economic dinosaurs 

have their way, the contents of tens of millions 
of pay envelopes will shrink to the levels of 10 or 
even of 20 years ago. 


If they are successful in that incredible attempt, 
there can “be but one result, The United States 
will become a third-class economic power. 


We are already making things faster than we 
‘can buy them. If earning power is reduced, buying 
power is reduced. Then, inescapably, profits vanish, 
If the madmen win, America will dwell, for no 
one can tell how long, in the grey half-world of 
a permanent depression. 


Memorial Day in Washington 


stretched like a metallic sheet over a strangely stir 


ring scene, a human mixture of reverence and rey- 


erie, of pomp and picknicking. Pleasure boats darted 
from the edge of the river as the cortege slowly 
bridged it. A man in a sugarcane hat lounged in 
the shade on a GI blanket watching history move, 
A woman who had lingered at the edge of the open 
graves of the unknown since breakfast-time collapsed 
at midday of the heat. - 

What drew them all to that consecrated spot?— 
the curious, the solemn, the steel-jawed legionnaires, 
their overseas caps fairly quivering with patriotism; 
the sweet and silly girls snatching flirtatious frag- 
ments of conversation with handsome young men 
in uniform. 

One may gently scoff at some of the extremes 
of ritual, hoping thus to preserve balance and per 
spective and not be washed away in a sheer torrent 
of chauvinism. And yet there was something which 
melted the motley and distinguished congregation 
together. 

The living, fluid identity of a people rose here 
like an invisible force pushing a sad lump of pride 
up into the throat as the carillon bells gave a soft, 
round whisper of “Faith of Our Fathers” and the 
President, an old soldier himself, standing in the 
sun, now staring at the past, now squinting to the 
future, saluted the soldiers in personal silence as 
the cannon boomed, and then the muted bugle 
wailed taps. 7 

It is fitting and proper that, in the name of 
all, these nameless ones rest in a place of honored 
glory, providing that we remember, for their sake 
_and for ours, that war has finally lost its glory 
and that the tomb of the next unknown soldier 
may simply be the mass grave of mankind. 


Depressed Areas Bill Termed 
Domestic Technical Aid Plan 


mend a program. 

Available would be “loans for rehabilitation and 
improvement of old industrial property, and com- 
struction of new factories,” and grants to build 
“needed public facilities or improve old ones” if 
distressed areas. Rural as well as urban areas would 
be eligible. 

Reuss, who has introduced a bill in the House 
similar to the Douglas-Payne measure that passed 
the Senate, pointed out that some local communities 
have done well on their own. The aid is planned # 
assist communities that need federal assistance. 

“Those who opposed the bill on the Senate floof,” 
Payne commented, “said that we were favoring cel 
tain restricted areas. But as Paul Douglas and I 
pointed out, we should not hope that every area 
the country gets into a chronic situation of unei 
ployment to be able to get benefits.” 
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School Leadership Needed 


Schnitzler Asks Ike: 


‘Speed Integration’ 


Forest Park, Pa.—AFL-CIO Sec.-Treas. William F. Schnitzler 
sharply reminded Pres. Eisenhower that “it is the duty of the 
President to lead” the country to full acceptance of the Supreme 
Court’s school desegregation decision. 

Before the third annual National Trade Union Conference on 
Civil Rights sponsored by the Jew- ® 


ish Labor Committee, held at the ternational fair employment 
Ladies Garment Workers’ Unity| practices covenant, and passed a 
House here, he recalled that the| resolution calling racial and reli- 
high court ordered enforcement of| gious hatred “the most vicious 
its decision with “deliberate speed.” | of all tactics used by employers 
Urges More Speed to defeat , union organization.” 
“Tt ‘is not my purpose to argue Schnitzler maintained that the 
with the Supreme Court in its|4uty of every citizen to obey the 
choice of adjectives,” he said. “But | 4w “goes, of course, for governors 
I think we must have more speed | 88 Well as chauffeurs, for senators | 
and less deliberate stalling. as well as waiters, and for the) 
it “tate Ghe thine for delay is President of the United States as! 
gle past. I think the time for wt et |Well as for any student in Little | : 
7 enforcement is here. And we tees ae pe of this _ ) , , _— ne 
ist will not get either speed or em- | 1.14» he sai & “have, by. tad lek THE TRADITIONAL SLUG OF TYPE is presented to Page One Award winners by Newspaper a 
of forcement so long as the Presi- tactind tihenanints vd this mbt Guild Pres. Joseph B. Kommer (right) at New York Guild’s Page One Ball in Hotel Astor. Re- oe 
dent of the United States gives bear y cipients are Harry Van Arsdale, Jr., (left), president of New York Central Trades and Labor Council, a 
ce . »  |Of trial in a manner that shames as 
irs only lip service to this cause. those of the white race who are|Cited for his work in the labor movement and Harold R. Medina, retiring justice of U.S. Court of es 
ns The fight age 0 64 wey manning the barricades of one of|Appeals, honored in the public affairs field. ia 
we Becton weeping the Pet he mos ignble cases of isory, 
: “| the specious and degrading cause 
opt, sf, the real problems of the) (¢ «white supremacy.’ fal Ouse Gr oup Philadel hia In er 
in world,” Harry Golden, editor of “They know — those Negro 4 
the Carolina Israelite of Charlotte,| _.,. . 
N. C., told the conference. pong ag rng acc ms K et Ils D am at St k by Gui i d 
be White Community Suffers Too | misery in the southwestern sec- He l Is Ca n on ruc smen 
ish. lire aye Pegi of o “7a Scie le ak ee of ry ~ | Philadelphia—More y 700 members of the Newspaper 
ot Serote ak ‘hi es woe ese and Japanese descendants on By a 15-to-13 vote, a House Guild went on strike | at the Philadelphia Inquirer, one of the 
community,” he said our West Coast—they know they | Interior subcommitte has killed a country’s largest morning newspapers, after extended negotiations 
Southern Jews while not neces-| must some day be victorious, for |Senate-passed bill for a federally-| during which they were unable to get management into “real 
sarily expected to lead the segre- their cause is undeniably . right on aa high dam at Hells Can- bargaining.” 2 
tion fight, should not lag behind| and just. yon, Ore. The walkout was voted by a 2 
serene tee +o ont “And because their cause is | Long favored by the AFL-CIO, | to-1 tally at a three-hour meeting of | Robert Thompson were expected 
other religious groups which are| so right that they must ultimate- the bill was defeated when twO|some 600 members who are em-| to assist in an early session be- 
3 taking the initiative, said ILG Vice] ly be victorious, I say that there Southern Democrats — joined with ployed in the editorial, advertising,| tween the Guild and the com- 
ur Pres. Charles S. Zimmerman, con-| Will be victory for all of us.” the 13 GOP subcommittee members | accounting and _ inside-circulation| pany, which had declined to meet 
es" ference chairman and chairman of| Other speakers were JLC Chair-| '° ~~" ageenst Se mg gy departments. It became effective| over the Memorial Day weekend. 
rly the AFL-CIO Civil Rights Com-|man Adolph Held; Gov. Averell Subcommittee Chairman |at the expiration of the old contract] pedestrians walkin g past the 
in mittee. Harriman of New York; Execu-| Wayne N. Aspinall wept which management, contrary tO| main entrance of the Inquirer, on 
“a The delegates sent a message | tive Sec. Roy Wilkins of the said the action torpedoed any |past practice, made no move tO|n_) Broad St., found themselves 
ie to the U.S. delegation to the Intl. | NAACP, and Emanuel Muravchik,| ‘ances of getting + Hono a extend until completion of negotia-| going a half-turn on the picket line 
ed Labor Organization conference | director of the JLC’s anti-discrim-| Y™ gee aga t i on- | tions. 7 whether they wanted to or not. 
in Geneva asking for an ILO im- | ination department. agg Mp af aie iia e — Seek ‘Substantial’ Hike Part of the street and most of the 
¥ pig soc she bod nd | The Guild is seeking substantial | sidewalk are torn up for repair 
es, NI RB QO w e r t u r n s reagee Phi ger pe eye wage increases for its members. | work. 
. time : The old contract, which ran fortwo} Barely enough of the pavement 
m, committee. ~ age 
ag years, granted no pay hike in the|is left for the pickets circling .at 
v bd Fighting unsuccessfully for ap-|second year, instead designating|the door, so passersby have no 
I (- Car- Utti SZ proval of the bill, Rep. Al Ullman | the allocation of 1.9 percent of pay-|choice but to fall in line if they 
1es (D-Ore.) argued that the Idaho}roll*into a pension fund. want to walk past the building. 
er The National Labor Relations Board has belatedly issued a|Power Co., with the approval of| Management has professed to ‘ 
nt formal opinion to bolster a decision overturning a decade-old rul- “we — a ere oiamene the public to have offered “gener- AndeanIndians 
. ing that barred non-complying unions from representation elections. a ake aa oo ascmunes — a sage onc ope 
a be Fi aie er broke down to 
The board’s 4-to-1 opinion followed its defeat in US. District} —atinent ond wha using it to pro-| » week in the first - Send Thanks 
Court in late April when Judge Edward M. C ed e heals Pah 
re “hap wate April when Judge &dward M. \urran issued a Pre-| duce far less power and water! posed two-year agreement, with 
le liminary injunction requested by® ome storage benefits than would be pos-| an increase in the pension fund T Oo AFL-CIO 
ft, the Retail Clerks to block a NLRB- trine.” ‘ . sible under federal financing. allotment of 2.1 percent in the 
he ordered election at a group of re-| This doctrine said that the : second year. The cost of living The beneficiaries of two train- 
: tail os in Toledo, O. seaigl per Rs Ragan pe shea Screen Actors Guild in Philadelphia has increased ing woskshops big in tho: Ades 
junction Still in Force ; ; Wins Re-run Fees about 8.6 percent since the last ountains of Sou erica, 
as 1 .. . {the only union which makes a P ipped with the aid of a $50,000 
ie oF P ssreiacad injunction is} aim of majority representation is} Los Angeles—The Screen Actors i — a effective, pang tem beg = ofa $ vad 
"ee oe without opinion in not in compliance with the Taft-| Guild has won a court award of A ; Memorial Fund, have expressed 
t the Toledo pel the “ois 1 ordered Hartley Act. $4,500 in re-run fees for 11 srr ea P The Inquire A also offered a $5 their “deepest gratitude” for the 
i tak elecal On aus a 4 The board majority held that | bers who appeared in a television | increase in minimums, but only 20 gift in messages to AFL-CIO Pres. 
spite th eo ° at = =e Ae sy - this doctrine no longer applies | series, “Cowboy G-Men,” which | percent of the members would be George Meany. 
7 4 a be ot poet ae oe and cited the recent ruling of | was made several years ago and has | benefited, union leaders said. Pres- The greetings’ were sent from 
r Se ne ee the U.S. Supreme Court in the {since been shown again. ent minimums run from $44.50 icati i i 
compliance because their officers : , dedication ceremonies at Chucuito, 
Bowman case that primary con- u Kurtz Kauffman in Su-|weekly for copyboys to $137 for se 
had not filed the necessary Taft- peneny Judge : on the shore of Lake. Titicaca— 
Slastioy Act seu Prensa & affi-| Sideration must be given, im the | perior Court handed down the |Tewritemen and copyreaders. highest lake in the world—in Peru, 
yroand board’s words, “to the rights of | award against Telemount Pictures,| When the Guildsmen set up and from Pillapi near La Paz in 
; the non-complying union, the |Inc.; Mutual Television Produc-|Picket lines at the two main en-|) 1 yet in the vesture of 
The union appealed to the mployes and the employer.” : . trances of the Inquirer, they joined . .= oe oe 
pos the in employ ploy tions, Inc. and Telemount-Mutual. thanks were the Indian pupils who 
vrais on grounds that The majority set forth a new|He ruled that actors’ re-run fees members of Teamster Local 628, ie Sales teint: in ta ee ol 
| exceeded its authority im | doctrine that in any case brought | are wages under the union’s collec-|Who had walked out 24 hours i EE ee 
ordering a single election group- jo, an employer's petition, the| tive bargaining contract, and that |¢tlier at the Inquirer, the Philadel- eS th = 
ing three stores as well as by |«t ard shall hencef piper phia Bulletin and the Camden,|™ent; their parents, the experts 
direction Silieen: tiineita is ard shall henceforth place the | the agreement itself does not violate : , in .cheree- and authorities. of the 
ng an e name of a non-complying union the anti-trust laws. N. : Courier-Post. The drivers pe ti 
d locals involved were not in com- | ciaimant on the ballot and direct are seeking a new contract which Ang —_ “3 re ae 
- pliance. an election, provided, however, that * will assure them protection in case > Fane & Opes ff ° 
4 y The union pointed out that | if the union wins the election and ICFTU Staff Union of strikes or lockouts. igh 8 ee a a “e 
n ” pir area. ae: & is not in compliance, only the arith-| | Re-elects Deverall Teamsters Picket opast wes tk uae Manes 
and would not be allowed to anette ramen WE PSs Brussels—Richard Dever- The Teamsters picket line was set | technical assistance program. 
Vote under the Taft-Hartley pro- Bean Dissents all, formerly AFL repre- | |UpP late in the afternoon, just be- 
; cedure. The union would lose | Board member Stephen S. Bean| | sentative in Asia, has been | |fore the first edition was due to| NMU Selects New 
if the other two stores with |dissented, declaring that T-H “de-| | re-elected chairman of the | |move out. Guild members whol. dayarters Site 
8 fewer workers were brought into |nies to non-complying unions not| | Int Confederation of Free | |tefused to go through it on their ’ i : 
° a single election. only direct benefits from this ad-| | Trade Unions’ staff union | |T¢turn from supper were docked. | The National Maritime Union 
. At the time of the hearing be-| ministrative agency, but also such| | without opposition. The Federal Mediation & Con- | has announced that it will build a 
, fore Judge Curran, the board had | indirect assistance as. would inhere The staff union consists of ciliation Service quickly stepped |new national headquarters building 
: _ Rot yet issued its formal opinion|in a majority vote for a union employes who come from into the picture. Commissioner |on a site covering 36,166 square 
' setting out its reasons for overturn-|which is denied only the techni- ICFTU affiliates in all parts . Paul Yager set up a meeting be- | feet, fronting on the west side of 
ing the 10-year-old precedent| cal formality of a paper certifi-| | of the world. tween the Teamsters and man- | Seventh Ave. from 12th to 13th Sts, 
’ Known as the “Lowenstein doc-| cate.” agement, He and State Mediator |in Manhattan. 


. . Et * “dl - . - a - . . 
: f , . 
q 
SE eR a a IR as RRR CAR SN Se i ce ier acre RE EE 
ee Ae ee Se Sie sen ceca cet oes en ee een ca ane pe 
Rests ceccchcos ect os RCE Se Ss SSS aS eR ae Sac coat seis aaa a es an ao 
Raberrcscoicartncas vary ens tty octane nieetep nieneeammmnenerenn rie sen oe tev ee a ON A On RR ERR Ni EOE A ne este eh aie ne accel Lo Res 
ee ERS SS ee % Be a Sas 4 
RE SS Se RR ONE Se NE eR RR I Be RS ES I eR NL RI NT ENS RS NA IE RRS era 
Re caaeat Bee Se ee REVS 2s Shag ance ee gies a: ee es ee 
RSS ES SOR SR apa ae i ee RS SSR RRS ORNS Nie SN ERR. SE Re SERN a a Beas Spec Ce eee 
* Raptr gr aman See oes Ras eS ee See ee Baap nome Sk Be ae eee Bees cnc 
as SS RR ERR a RR NE SO RN naa cae SRO ee SMR aC SS SRR RRS. RSS co aaa 
Ree See gee eae Baap RR te a Sts as Sages ae Gia as 
Sakae Cea NS en nO OOOO a eS SS: Seaman mi c. Raamemunenns 3 
Rs S68 Ricca ee aetna anes ‘ i Be Rape a. Sa Soin ease haan aaa. Sigma 
SRS Smemmccaney” Rc mR Ses Sac ec aa a comme. aoammanammmena eeannise Saas a 
Spier ceeeamnesccsnar oa eee aia. enema eR eee Ss Sais eam ase RR |S aan enone. “Sabena y a 
e She Se senna lo oo tse sisi: css ee Riper SS Se REE I REET, SL ER ER. ame ae 
* Sk: | ee ee 6=—6 6 ee Gee es seme 
“ 10n aah tee Seaoes RRS ease. Seeman SO Ree Scns a So Siren. Dakine’. coast ane. saan as 
Sirctin. Cemme:  S eeenne camera |. pa a ae See ee pa is as Bates, ia eR OIE. naman Da 
Soo em a i em SC... Si a a Ie ROR OO ERR RR 
p Sah ee cme. Gomes = ks. i. Rae naa caine SRS Canaan aOR. SS so enna oe enaanes > Seamer tat 
2S ee ccm =a. aN seer a a ces Semen nN, -.< apamtnae eaaae SS ie ee Bec ees 
coos aoa... aa ate eae ene aaa asians. “soiesr none DER ee: Sena aS RS SR RT Sei an ea eaa mann sampe oan oa 4S 
ould Staten: Seca: oe Spa Se Re ee bcs Seca aes Gees een: | ae soe Mg ee bea 
Id. Sees: > 2 a eee aaa oo seaes ON. aa ie are Brasco Sere scat SO RT aa as 2. Re a 
’ Sacer 8 SAR... a ack, Raa cas ae a ie a Se ot 
RRR Sas. Seater aaa Seno RE ee ee i te RR SS: RA RR RS RS RR eae moan aaa t 
got | ee Le ‘actin spares a SOR Reset ee at cs eit Br age Spires, XS aeanh amennae  aaane Ste. Bee Bears. 
as ene Se ems ae "OS aa a eS. cee eter nama a pees ge 
chien SS a A A baa gee CCE RRED SRR Seto eoieaetaeaaaa, oS uumasaeens oes eames 4 - Oo hee 
| & SRE SEER. Rh a a aa Sa coe cae eee poe: 3 Bas ae Bo Raa ae RR RRR: sc ee xaos Siesta Ea rece 
j Bronte a Beers ha a a ae poo sige nate hoc San aaa pent 4 : ne ew 
Vard | Reeser ene a RR a. ae eee ene eee cae eee eae ee eee 
Siar een a Pitino seein emote mong al “i eae oc ok Siena in) Seca aaa a RII eth _ SED ase are 
; eee 3 Se aa eee SP POE se ees J Stee Tae he site 
| See SRNR i. ae ee Se acres ” RRR Siete, SS Sa RRS Sa SY ad P Be eve 
of ee: a r oe a Ge Sasa Saas Sea pcan meme BGs 4 Ris rp 
the Re eh Sn Be oa ee ae Site ccna eee demi ese . , ae x: BS ear, 
Ba. Soca ano eee Be ss pone os Se eee io RS Lae: a i 3 Agee 
Bey tat ergs at 
get te 
ee 
f Dratetire 
a ee 
el be emery ee 
ee 
cae 
Bae 
Eee noe 
See ae 
: nts é i mate 
- 
ni Pe 
ie 
% eB 
eer nee 
: Bees 
Pee as 
Seer 
a 
ere os 
ee 3 
Feet di 
a 
pat iv" 
hoe aaa 
rae 
bs aide Se 5. 
Ney ata 
Paar es 
rh Seana BF 1 
ee 
|? ra Pa aa c aa a CEN Stile t gos. 8 earn ° ay eae oe oP. : eer: S, ee. 4 ne aa aa Me ae a a od 7 z “ F 
yoke * eg IES Rt Na Fae ea eS Ie eet SA So 4 AR GG eM ES Se tee he Pa teatgoa gee? Swe TR oO ak hs a, Sy ce al SMR. heen = Baer °° = era, Ss © -* sh ke | 
Eee aR rer a a te psn Ok UY Ay A Wig ee RP ee gee at ana 7 ML eo ee et <a, Ge. oe” Aer eee Ba 
ik ia ag SSSA Sethe Nos Fallen eae eee e ap bhgth cs oe INES Eipe 2. er Aes oat ee a oe Bea ee. a, ar oa eae is 
Pali So) eS, Corr hal Pry Bets oA eae Up AEE Bopha). (ick CPS MR tL» se eerie ad. RAE Seth a Pn ala at cag mm NS gee ee ee Ae pM ee i te Aye ; so a ae NS 5 ae 
a aM che ek ron eg 2 FS MP | CSc cole ba, aa, | eM te oe gle ee ae ST Sea SoD eS Masa ts ths apts ates 
it ile NP shal lar She aera RS a tye RTS Bs es tee Tork S| CR naan ot Vi Rea ska: ©, Ae CE oe ame ad ST AN ee teed SPER ae deat ite MBS Sa Seen Di acon Mire gi et a Tae phe, Seema mh aS 28 Ela Rs ea SRR, 
Oy Sens aii ak TN ot eit. ieee acy ¥) pita: wie Beene RETA TE ANC Oe aR ee E ES aia a a a: AER eM be RO Se ea, PS Rta a lg Pople dete yoiwe Mea Se yt EON ais a REN ge as cits ohare pirat oo he at ag al : Ake a eras i 
Dr i Si Pa Sig oo eae jeg MS Ae easter oe Saree amne Ese BT ete Beas oye hee hid Veg OT Pak Sh ee Md rele Ba ae ee ae CO Mong 5 As oe! AUR O eSue” MRED rate Rates cinta hat Mes Ay oe in ga On cal + 5h ae eT a ee 


AFL-CIO NEWS, WASHINGTON, D. C, SATURDAY, JUNE 7, 1958 
Biemiller Calls It ‘Vital’ 


AFL-CIO Asks Fast Approval 
Of Reciprocal Trade Progray 


The AFL-CIO called on Congress for quick approval of the reciprocal trade bill reported 
by the House Ways & Means Committee to help blunt the Soviet economic drive: 
In a letter to all congressmen Andrew J. Biemiller, director of the Dept. of Legislation, decla 
Rin | that “our own economic self-interest and our international responsibilities both require maxi . 
international trade. Renewal of the-reciprocal trade program is vital to this objective.” ¥ 
The House Committee bill, ‘®— 


scheduled for a vote during the 
week of June 9, calls for a five- 
year extension of the reciprocal 


More ‘Shirtsleeve 


by the Senate Foreign Relatiga 
Committee to permit foreign @ 
funds to be sert to Iron Curia 


Diplomacy’ Asked 


Denver—Chairman oO. A. 
night of the AFL-CIO Inter- 
American Committee said 
that “there’s no doubt that 
in this instance Nixon is 
right” in saying that U.S. 
diplomats in Latin America 
have not had enough contact 
with the people at large. 


countries. 

Sen. William F. Knowland ® 
Calif.) has introduced an amen 
ment to strip the latter propos 
from the bill. Sen. John F. Key 
nedy (D-Mass.), who helped fram 
the plan, claimed that the Whit 
House and the State Dept.: ay 
supporting it. There was no pub. 
lic comment on the issue from 


trade program and gives the 
President authority to cut U.S. 
duties up to 25 percent. 

A substitute measure for a two- 
B| year extension with negotiable 
tariff-cutting authority and trans-|. 
fer of the President’s power to 
raise tariffs to the U.S. Tariff 
Commission is also scheduled to 
be voted on by the House. 


LABOR | 
inspector 

quarters. ‘ 
Harry H. 
resentativ 


will atten 
—_—_— 


ARCHITECT'S DRAWING shows new home of the Communica- 
tions Workers, to be erected in Washington about six blocks from 
AFL-CIO headquarters. The estimated cost is $2.5 million with 


occupancy scheduled for no later than the fall of 1959. 


Senate Votes 10% 
Federal Pay Boost 


One million white collar government workers now appear certain 


Biemiller Cites Importance _ 

Biemiller told the congressmen 
that the AFL-CIO is “disappointed” 
that the committee failed to write 
into its bill “the proposal for a 
trade adjustment program which 
would provide special assistance 
for those communities, industries 


Knight, an AFL-CIO vice 
president and president of 
the Oil, Chemical & Atomic 
Workers, pointed out that 
the AFL-CIO has been em- 
phasizing this for years. “We 
told the U.S. State Dept. 
years ago that we need ‘shirt- 


either the President or Sec. of 
State Dulles. 

The AFL-CIO is on record a" 
supporting the aid amount author 
ized in the House-passed bill. 


Steelworkers Aid 
Migrant Children 


; and workers who might be ad-| | Sleeve diplomacy’ in Latin Philad 
to receive a 10 percent pay boost, retroactive to Jan. 1. versely affected by increased im-| | America and in other parts Harrisburg, Pa. — The Steck when Ja 
The wage hike was assured as the Senate voted to accept a| ports.” Biemiller expressed the| | Of the world,” he said. workers’ Civil Rights Committe sinual ¢ 
House bill calling for the 10 percent increase, substituting the} hope that hearings on this proposal “There are many, many | |has contributed $1,500 to a fund In an 
measure for a 7.5 percent boost which the Senate had approved | will be held soon and included in more working people in which will permit 60 children of frmly re 
three uote eg0.. Only minor? the trade extension act. Latin America than there are | | migrant workers to get eight weeks ef 
Minncdiin Gatiadh tha Cisien aad Last week, the President had He noted also that while business and social leaders. | | of schooling this summer. echt 
Senate version, dealing with the reluctantly approved a 10 per- | “there are some industries and They have been ignored by The remainder of the $8,500 ho! gat 
inclusion of some higher classifi-| C&@t Pay increase for postal | some groups of workers who are our government, but not by | | necessary came from the Jacob R, him. ; 
cations of workers, remained to| Workers, retroactive to Jam. 1. | occasionally hurt by imports, it the American labor move- | [Schiff Fund, which contributed 
> z . ° : ” 
in diane -oiak- This signing, coupled with the | must never be forgotten that ment. |$5,000, and anonymous dono A! bt 
overwhelming House and Senate | there are no fewer than 4.5 mil- who gave a total of $2,000. The delegate: 
Backed by AFL-CIO action, gave confidence that the | tion American jobs which are de- | bill with attention centering on two| school will be held at Ulysses jm im the | 
The bill received the full back- ange Rerayor pay bill would not | pendent upon our international | series of amendments —one  to| Potter County, under the general called 01 
ing of the AFL-CIO. ce by the White House. | trade, both imports and exports. | trim the total’ amount of aid and | supervision of the Education Dept j He Te° 
Sc “nen sein 40 Ole hovel he new legislation would grant)  “]¢ we were suddenly to de- | the other to eliminate a proposal|of Pennsylvania State University, jm Xe 
i .~_ | Pay increases to regular Civil Serv-| crease the volume of such trade, represen 
nature of Pres. Eisenhower, despite 1 f federal ; s i 
eat tha yar ago he vedo Taye of Cones wa] Senegoeeesae | AR'L-CIO Publish x, 
an employes of Congress an . : 
a proposed 11 percent increase | the befoome 4 eatin , estos 4 a m u ) es Bes 
for — vos pst om = The benefits also would go to} In the Senate, debate continued |__ Manuti, 
ground that it was inflationary, and | foreign service employes, Veterans billi : ; XY 
despite the fact, too, that the Ad-| Administration rm A and nurses, 6 fe. Se, ee Mental Health Keys as. 
ministration this year had recom-/and to all District of Columbia Fre e World Petr 
mended a pay hike of only 6 per-|employes except firemen, police- Maintenance of an acceptable standard of living, adequate planne 
cent with no retroactive provision. |men and teachers. G 7 W . housing, a good school system and the absence of prejudice and J AFL~ 
I d Old 4 Ss é ets arning discrimination are keys to good mental health, the AFL-CIO says _" 
e a in a new booklet, The Worker’s Stake in Mental Health. 
mp shops §' e ecur. ily On Soviet Aim Published by the labor movement’s Community Service Activ- . 
: ities in cooperation with the Na+— . 
Sought in Canada by CLC |, 4 wars tat te fee world| erat” eociation for Mental] AFL-CIO Community Seria ji 
: . . «data, {into g summit meeting with Russia |Health, the booklet also lists sta- Activities neptenents De eit least | 
Ottawa, Ont.—Broad changes in Canadian social legislation ns 3 a eeaia do . emorandum|ble family life, reasonably good |i0n federation in its relationships of CI 
were proposed by the Executive Council of the Canadian Labor|for, to the State Dept. by the |Physical health, the availability of |With voluntary and tax-supporied 1. 
Congress at a meeting here devoted principally to consideration| Conference of Americans of Cen-|JOb opportunities, the existence of | 98€DcIes In the fields of health, The 
of resolutions referred to it by the recent Winnipeg convention. |tral and Eastern Europe Descent |™@chinery to settle on-the-job dis- welfare ‘and senrention. about 
re. Leepenec an es a new contributory old-age security plan|and the American Conference for ee he oe see te - Car e Lauds trillo 
er which contributions from tax® the Liberation of the Non-Russian percay / i 
revenues would supplement basic|less than two-thirds of former|Nations of the USSR. as being among other factors in- - y _ 
financing by employes and em-|earnings, with coverage of higher} “Only a daring and fearless at-|ispensible in preventing mental Histadrut f or The 
ployers. paid workers; restoration of the|titude toward the Russian threats | illness. 
Benefits would be geared to|52-week maximum benefit period; |and intimidation,” they said, “can| |The pamphlet cites statistics 
highest earnings during a “reason-|¢limination of the waiting period,|justify the hope and expectation showing that more than 700,000 Israel Role 3 5 
able” period prior to retirement, ont apiece for payment of bene-|of the many millions in the world| patients “are ~ sags a ad New Yosk—~Micet of the call 
with workers retaining their equity | fits to insured persons who are un-| who still see and respect the United| country’s too few mental hosp oe ae 
regardless of job changes. The|employed because of illness. States as a great power and leader| tals,” adding that the present for _ fact that Rea Ray Ge 
self-employed would be covered, tian helene ‘Cilia in these troubled and insecure} rate of oereeen stiente that _ a ee - 3 ps oe rt Ty 
and there would be protection! 9 other actions, the Executive ee mt as "a ee ee - that nation’s labor movement, ff Radi 
against loss of purchasing power The memorandum described " se ee : i 
rane ihe tad Council: : some part of his life in a mental |James B. Carey, president of the incre 
through inflation. © Warned of the Pos that a at hr campaign for a top institution.” Electrical, Radio and Machine TI 
The CLC also proposed re- |“feeling of complacency” may| (<ve! Conference as a move im the Workers, told a rally at Town Hall. Wor 
duction of eligibility for benefits | arise from’ “fractional improve-| ~ m4! assault” of communism on chee aggro ty needy # inci la Mact 
from the present 70 years to 65, |ments” in employment and onem.| t#¢ free mations. The Russian |Price tag on mental illness runs to Carey, principal speaker at so 
and an increase in benefits from | ployment. -_ demand that the free world ac- se oe # a annually, ie bor’s salute je Fiere ie os be eth 
: a ee cept the status quo, aired soon | between 50 an percent of all | anniversary, said that Histadru 
$64 ” $75 a month. ; © Demanded an investigation of pes the poral gin was |lost work time resulting from emo- | also responsible “for the amazing or 
On ~unemplo t i i ip i 
at P. H seitadh erga the wage-price-profit relationship in| first proposed, makes it clear the | tional disturbances. _ | growth of Israeli industry and its 
xecutive Council asked for/basic industries “whose pricing] seal Soviet aim is to preserve and steadily increasing productivity.” In 
extension of coverage to all wage! policies exert a decisive influence Rehabilitation Emphasized “ ” in sh 
: , . extend the Red Empire, the mem- : : ._ In fact,” the TUE president \ 
and salary workers; benefits of not/on the Canadian economy. orandum added Covering secatal Sines, meds continued, “the phenomenal de- tiong 
ie 4 = > 
M D © @ Called for the “fullest pos- Th nf ked th cal guidance and treatment in gen velopment of the entire Israeli an 
organ eposits iin sis ie Ch nettles ebay, two conferences asked the |eral, non-technical terms, the pub- is a tribute to the ve worl 
P see aibied mith, matiiad dana a wad U.S. to “prepare a constructive and | lication places emphasis on re- watgrar f 2 werd tireless cent 
apers In Center “ ty, and| fresh climate of world opinion” | habilitation, union action for men- sion, imagination and ceiv 
protested the “outrageous violation |i, sqvance of a summit meeting|tal health, some recommended Jo-| 4¢votion of the men and wom 
Madison, Wis. — Edward P. nde Alewtre oe gg ey by such steps as reaffirming its|cal union projects and a mental| °f Histadrut.” _ 
Morgan, American Broadcasting “ rs pom poe on US Proc-| support for the Atlantic Charter |health check list to aid unions in| Pointing to Histadrut’s achieve- hos] 
Co. commentator whose program is 2 to peers a. (The U.S. State | and noting the many Russian vio-| assessing the quality and scope of|ments, Carey noted that it : 
sponsored by the AFL-CIO, has|© pt. oe ome American corpora-|jations of it; announcing refusal|mental health programs and treat-| functioned for more than a quartet — 
given his working papers covering wae om dealing with China| to accept the status quo “‘as created | ment facilities in their local com-|of a century before the nation i Tel 
his career to the Mass Communi- | through Canadian subsidiaries.) | hy Russian ‘aggression and deceit | munity. . self came into existence and that of 
cations History Center here. © Protested the Canadian gov- | and in violation of solemn pledges,”| Copies of the booklet can be|the first leader of the Israeli labor vi 
The papers include scripts, re- ernment’s announced intention of|and increasing Voice of America|obtained through AFL-CIO Com-|movement—David Ben-Gurion— re 
search files, personal correspond- selling the West Indies fleet of | programs beamed in non-Russian|munity Service Activities, 9 East|also became the nation’s first mn 
ence and fan mail Canadian National Steamships. languages to the Soviet Union, 40th St., New York 16, N. Y. ‘leader. vi 
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[ABOR CONDITIONS IN PANAMA were discussed by Madam ‘Rosario Oller de Sarasqueta, 
inspector general of labor in the Panamanian Ministry of Labor during a visit to AFL-CIO head- 


quarters. From left to right. are: 


Henry Rutz of the AFL-CIO Dept. of International Affairs; 
Harry H. Pollak, associate inter-American representative; Serafino Romualdi, inter-American rep- 
resentative; Madam Sarasqueta, and Frank Fernbach of the AFL-CIO Dept. of Research, who 
will attend a UNESCO meeting in Panama as a member of the U.S. National Commission. 


Petrillo Ends 18 Years as Head 
Of Musicians; Kenin Is Successor 


ey ae American Federation of Musicians moved ahead under new top pres 
when James C. Petrillo, for 18 years the doughty president of the union, stepped aside at the 61st 


annual convention to make way 


In an emotion-packed two-hour climax to the convention’s second day, Petrillo tearfully but 
firmly refused the pleas to change his mind about retiring. Then he offered, if the convention 


_ By Gervase N. Love 


for a younger successor. 


wished, to name the man he? 
thought should be chosen to follow 
him. 

Names His Choice 

All but a handful of the 1,200 
delegates, representing 700 locals 
in the United States and Canada, 
called on him to reveal his choice. 
He recommended Herman D. 
Kenin, the AFM’s West Coast 
representative and a member of its 
executive board since 1944. 

In the voting the following day 
the delegates chose Kenin over Al 
Manuti, president of Local 802, 
New York City, by a vote of 1,195 
to 608. 

Petrillo also disclosed that he 
planned to step down aS an 
AFL-CIO vice president and ex- 
ecutive council member. He had 
been elected a vice president of 
the former AFL in 1951 and 
continued in the top leadership 
of the merged body. ‘ 

He plans to continue for at 
least the time being as president 
of Chicago Local 10, an office 
he has held since 1922, _ 

The delegates, representing 
about 260,000 members, gave Pe- 
trillo a warm welcome as he 
picked up the gavel to open nomi- 
nations fot officers, 

The depth of his hold on their 


affections touched off a heart- 
warming demonstration when 
Harry Chanson, Santa Barbara, 
Calif., nominated “the greatest la- 
bor leader of them all” for an- 
other term “in the best interests of 
the American Federation of Mu- 
sicians.” 


A band of members of Phila- 
delphia Local 77, gay in colorful 
hats, started off a parade of dele- 
gates waving aloft signs reading 
“Stay, Jimmy,” “Jimmy, you’re the 
most” and “Jimmy, we need you.” 
Several hundred delegates crowded 
around Petrillo to hear his’ answer. 

It was many minutes before he 
could give it. He stood at the 
podium, handkerchief frequently 
to his eyes, and held up a hand for 
silence. There was hardly a sound 
but the moving of photographers 
and the clicking of their cameras. 

Then he spoke through the tears. 

“Pd like the convention to be 
patient with me because—this 
—is the greatest moment of my 
life,” he said, then paused again. 

Many of the delegates were 
weeping with him. 

“I can’t say goodby, but I’ve 
got to,” he went on, “We’re all 
tough guys, but when we have so 
many friends—we’re just nobody 


35,000 Workers at RCA 
Gain Under New Contracts 


Two AFL-CIO unions have negotiated separate contracts with 
Radio Corporation of America, winning basic 7-cent hourly wage 
increases for a total of nearly 35,000 members, ° 

The contracts—negotiated by the Intl. Brotherhood of Electrical 
Workers for 18,000 members, and by the Electrical, Radio & 


Machine Workers for 16.500 mem- 
bers—also call for major. liberali- 
tation of pension benefits for work- 
ers retiring before 65. 

Other Gains Noted - 


In the IUE contract, workers 
in skilled grades will receive addi- 
tional wage boosts of 2 to 8 cents 
an hour, first-class maintenance 
workers will receive a total of 15 
cents, and salaried workers will re- 
Ceive increases of from 7 to 14 
cents. The contract also calls for 
expanded medical, surgical and 
hospital payments. 

The TUE’s pension changes 
‘make it possible for workers to 
tetire at 60 with only 15 years 
of service instead of 20 as pre- 
Viously provided, with retirees 
receiving 80 percent of their nor- 
mal benefits instead of the pre- 


Vious 67 percent. In addition, 


the company will give them sup- 
plemental benefits of $50 a 
month until they begin drawing 
federal Social Security benefits. 
The IBEW contract provides the 
across-the-board 7-cent wage hike 
for workers receiving below $1.85 
an hour, and eight cents an hour 
for labor grades above this point. 
The union reported substantial in- 
creases in its retirement program, 


with the amount payable under this] 


plan separated from Social Security 
benefits instead of being lumped 
with them, as in the past. 

Extension of group life insurance 
for the full amount up to age 65 
was obtained for employes who re- 
tire prior to reaching 65, under 
the terms of the IBEW pact, which 
also obtained coverage of retired 
employes under the local hospi- 
tal-surgical oes 


AF L-CIO Calendar 
JOF ’58 Conventions 
(Following is a list of conventions scheduled for the remainder 
of the year by national and international unions and state AFLe 
CIO organizations. Changes and additions will be announced.) 
Date, 1958 Organization Place 
June 6-8 Vermont St. Albans, Vt. 
June 9-13 Communications Workers Miami Beach, Fla. 
fi}June 9-11 Retail, Wholesale & Dept. ~ Chicago, Ill. 
: Store 
‘|June 16 Maintenance of Way Detroit, Mich. 
; Employes c 
June 16 Order of Railway Conductors Miami Beach, Fla. 
& Brakemen 
June 19-21 Wyoming _ Rawlins, Wyo. 
June 19-21° Maine Bangor, Me. ~ 
June 20 Montana Livingston, Mont. 
July 13 Potters Denver, Colo, 
July 14 Washington Spokane, Wash. 
July 14-18 Masters, Mates & Pilots San Francisco, C 
July 21-26 Bookbinders Montreal, Que. 
July 28 Railroad Yardmasters Chicago, Ill. 
July 28 Technical Engineers Denver, Colo. 
July 28- Glass & Ceramic Workers St. Louis, Mo. 
Aug. 2 
Aug. 4-8 Oregon Roseburg, Ore. 
Aug. 4-8 | Newspaper Guild San Jose, Calif. - 
Aug. 4-8 — Railroad Signalmen Miami, Fla. 
Aug. 4-8 Stage Employes & Moving St. Louis, Mo. 
= Pictures 
—I just can’t go—it’s tough to|Aug. 7-9 Kansas Topeka, Kan. 
sai pin — A Aug. 11-15 Fire Fighters Wichita, Kan. 
e spoke informally in voicing a ’ . : 
hits ‘tiniks® bécunte “you'vé- teen Aug. 12-14 Women’s Union Label League Bloomington, Ill. 
very good to mie” and praising the | AU8- 16-22 Typographical Union San Francisco, Calif. 
“little guys” who make up the|Aug. 18-21 Special Delivery Messengers Kansas City, Mo. 
strength of all unions. He thanked Aug. 18-23 Photo Engravers New Orleans, La. 
the delegates for the demonstration Ligh! PRS) i 
and paid tribute to his predecessor, Aug. 24-30 Letter Carriers San Francisco, Calif. 
the late Joseph N. Weber. Aug. 25-28 Federation of Government San Diego, Calif. 

He stressed his doctors’ warn- Employes 
ing that he should slow down and | i i i 
read d Citectpugh Mathensht,~ te- Aug. 25-29 Teachers Milwaukee, Wis. 
counting some of the highlights of Aug. 25-31 Post Office Clerks Boston, Mass. 
his years as president. Sept. 1-6 — British Trades Union Bournemouth, 

“Every year of the 42 that I Congress England . 
have been in office,” he said, |Sept. 4-6 Missouri Kansas City, Mo. 
“I fought for the people I rep- i i i 
selina aie lee tine as uate Sept. 8 gprs carga” & Indianapolis, Ind. 
when I feel I need a long rest. , : : 

“No one will deny that 42, |Sept. 8 Wood, Wire, & Metal Long Beach, Calif, 
years is a long time to be under Lathers 
pressure and that I have earned | Sept. 8 Iowa * Des Moines, Ia. 
_ pepe oad » a to |Sept. 8-10 Connecticut Hartford, Conn. 
stir § pide eon oP: one 8-12 Areaiicns Dieey & Atlantic City, N. J. - 

He lauded Keni in of ne : 
ability, joven — p Fadleoygod Sept. 8-16 Carmen of America Kansas City, Mo. 
particularly of patience, which he|Sept. 15 Bill Posters New York, N. Y. 
mannnnnes is a pene ome Sept. 15 Steelworkers Atlantic City, N. J. 
rare present state of labor re- Sept. 15 Aleks Fairbanks, Alaska 

Kenin is a former president of |S@Pt- 15-19 Stereotypers & Electrotypers Battle Creek, Mich. 
the Portland, Ore., local. Sept. 15-19 Sheet Metal Workers Detroit, Mich. 

The delegates reelected without Sept. 21-24 Postal Transport Assn. Kansas City, Mo. . , 
opposition Vice Pres. Charles L. Se 21-25 Mi > Mi i Mi 
Bagley, Sec. Leo Cluesmann and mM. <i- sonnet ‘ " a - ese 
Treas. George V. Clancy. Sept. 21-26 Electrical, Radio & Machine Philadelphia, Pa. 

Ethics Codes Adopted . Workers 

In other actions, the convention|Sept. 21-27 Rubber Workers Miami Beach, Fla. 
adopted the AFL-CIO Ethical|Sept. 22-26 Oil, Chemical & Atomic Long Beach, Calif. 
Practices Codes, which Petrillo had Workers 

id tually in eff i 
APA tes ene Sey 10 dah so Sept. 29- Intl. Brotherhood of Cleveland, O. 
were put down in black and white;| Oct. 4 Electrical Workers sat 
heard a report from its Committee | *Oct. Delaware Wilmington, Del. 
on a 20-Percent-Entertainment-Tax | Oct. 6-9 Stone & Allied Products New York, N. Y. 
Relief in which Kenin, as chair- 
man, expressed hope for a cut of Oct. 6-9 Texas ) Galeeen, ase 
10 percent during the present ses-| Oct. 6-10 _ Illinois: State Federation Peoria, Il. 
sion of Congress; heard greetings}Oct. 6-10 Railway Patrolmen Chicago, Ill. 
from city and state officials led by|Oct. 6-11 | Chemical Workers Wash., DC. 
Mayor Richardson Dilworth (D) | Oct. 13 Grain Millers “Minneapolis, Minn. 
and from Ephraim Evron, Ameri- Oct. 13-15 Nebraska Scottsbluff, Neb. 
can representative of Histadrut,/Qct, 13-16 Air Line Dispatchers San Francisco, Calif, 
the Israeli Federation of Labor. Oct, 13-17 Marine & Shipbuilding Cincinnati, Q 

At the opening session, Petrillo : Weeks P Sia ee 
discussed in detail the strike against . : a es 
motion picture studios in Califor-|Oct- 13-17 Bricklayers, Masons Atlantic City, N. J. 
nia which has split Local 47 and re-| Oct. 20 Brick & Clay Workers St. Louis, Mo, 
sulted in a move among a hand-| Oct. 20 Cement, Lime & Gypsum Seattle, Wash. 
ful of members for an independent | Oct. 24-25 Railway Supervisors Assoc. Chicago,_ Ill. 
union. He described them as of America 
“scabs scabbing on themselves.” | Oct. 27 Alabama Montgomery, Ala. 
The dispute involves payments to| *Noy, Arkansas Little Rock, Ark. 
union members of fees for some . ; : 
films which are being shown on 2. - Corpenens: & solnats: gee earns e ; 
television. * Date not definitely set. 
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_ culation was largely of a “captive” 


cerned. 
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McClellan Group Opens Hearings 


AFL-CIO Condemns 
Racket Labor Paper 


Charges against the Trade Union Courier, a self-styled New 
York “labor paper” long denounced by the AFL-CIO, were aired 
by the McClellan select Senate committee as it opened a new phase 
of its investigation into racket publications. 

The AFL-CIO submitted testimony condemning the Courier’s 


operations as “fraudulent, unfair 


and deceptive as well as prejudicial 
and injurious to the public wel- 
fare” 

The federation reviewed the 
long history of its fight against the 
publication over a period of more 
than 13 years. The review in- 
cluded the AFL’s full cooperation 
with the Federal Trade Commis- 
sion in 1952 when the Courier 
was charged with “unfair and de- 
ceptive acts and practices” and 
ordered to desist from representing 

ditectly or by implication, 

imig endorsed by, affiliated 

with or sponsored by the AFL. 
The spokesman for the AFL- 

CIO, Robert J. Wentworth, as- 
sistant director of the Dept. of 
Public Relations, said labor had 
taken repeated steps to acquaint 
the public with the “fraudulent 
practices” of the Courier which 
solicited advertising by suggest- 
ing to its victims that “the best 
way to maintain labor coopera- 
tion is through the purchase of 
advertising space in the Courier.” 


The commiitee’s inquiry into the 
newspaper and its publisher, Max- 
well C. Raddock of New York, 
opened with testimony from staff 
investigators that the paper’s cir- 


nature. Exhibits showed that 
nearly 27,000 copies of the paper’s 
33,223 bi-weekly circulation went 
to members of unions whose offi- 


Indictment of 
Cross Dropped 


InCook County 


Chicago—An embezzlement in- 
dictment against James G. Cross, 
45, president of the expelled Bakery 
& Confectionery Workers Union, 
was dropped June 3 before Judge 
Joseph A. Pope in Cook County 
criminal court. 

Cross had been accused of em- 
bezzling $6,500 of union funds to 
buy himself a limousine. A no- 
prosecution order of the court, re- 
quested by Frank Ferlic, first as- 
sistant state’s attorney, clears Cross 
as far as Cook County is con- 


Ferlic told the judge he had 
been informed that. evidence would 
be available which would prove 
Cross had been in Chicago and had 
talked to local union people at 
the time of his auto purchase in 
December 1955, but that investi- 
gators of the Senate special com- 
mittee on labor-management im- 
properties failed to furnish it. 


Jurisdiction Lacking 

Since the car was purchased in 
Washington, D. C., the Cook 

County court has no jurisdiction 
without such evidence, Ferlic said. 

Charles A. Bellows, attorney for 
Cross, said no evidence existed that 
Cross drew money or authorized 
the drawing of money from union 
funds to buy the car. Bellows said 
Cross thought the car was a gift 

from the union and returned it 
when he found it was not. 

“Three other indictments re- 
main against two associates of 
Cross—George Stuart, of Kansas 
City, Mo., former international 
vice president of the Bakery 
Workers, and Anthony J. Con- 
forti, president of the union’s 
Chicago Local 1. 

George M. Crane, attorney for 
Stuart, has moved for a separate 
trial. The motion was to be argued 
before Judge Pope June 6. 


cers or their families “had a direct 
financial interest in the plant which 
printed the Courier.” 


Union Backers Cited 
Raddock, they said, issued 
$213,000 in debenture bonds and 
mortgages in 1950, with more than 
half going to labor unions, their 
welfare funds or their officials. 
Receipts from the bond sales, plus 


$105,000 in mortgages, were used | 


to set up Raddock’s Flushing 
(N.Y.) plant. The staff investi- 
gators said that the welfare funds 
of New York Meat Cutters Locals 
640 and 342—run by Max and 
Louis Block—had bought a $70,- 
000 first mortgage and that the 
welfare fund of Laundry Workers 
Local 284, Jersey City, N. J., pur- 
chased a $35,000 second mortgage 
and $50,000 in bonds. 


The witnesses identified these 
additional unions and their officers 
as also being involved both in the 
bond purchases and in subsequent 
supplying of circulation: Various 
Meat Cutters locals in New York, 
$48,000; Building Service Workers 
locals, $32,000; Carpenters locals, 
$25,000; and Distillery Workers 
locals, $15,000. 

The present ownership and 
whereabouts of the $85,000 
worth of bonds and mortgages 
acquired by the Laundry Work- 
ers fund plus $15,000 in accrued 
interest was shrouded in mystery 
as the investigators reported the 
welfare fund “went out of exist- 
ence” in 1952 and no. records 
were available on the supposed 
“assets.” 

Organized labor’s vigorous op- 
position to Raddock’s operations 
was detailed by Wentworth, who 
told of the AFL’s repeated public 
disavowals of the “boiler room” 
technique employed by the Cour- 
ier. The AFL Executive Council 
in 1945 first reviewed the publi- 
cation’s “shady: practices” and de- 
nounced it as an “outlaw racket 
publication.” 


Across the years the council and 
the.- AFL conventions also urged 
affiliates and subordinate bodies 
to withhold endorsement of “labor 
papers” not adhering tothe Code 
of Ethics adopted bythe Intl. Labor 
Press Association. Letters were 
sent to businessmen urging them 
not to be “gypped by placing ads” 
in the Courier, and letters to Better 
Business Bureaus throughout the 
country condemned the “unethical 
practices” of the Courier and simi- 
lar publications. 


He expressed the hope that 
the spotlight of publicity turned 
on these activities by the Senate 
probe “will serve to end once and 
for all the illicit activities of the 
Trade Union Courier and all 
other publications that operate in 
an improper manner,” and which 
have “done so much to harm 
the trade union movement.” 


School Building 
Could Whip Slump 


Chicago— Mary Herrick, re- 
search director of the American 
Federation of Teachers, has calcu- 
lated that the erection this summer 
of needed but as yet unprovided 
for school builditigs would throw 
$4 billion into business and employ- 
ment to fight the recession. 

Miss Herrick said the cost would 
cover the 128,000 classrooms which 
will. still be needed Sept. 1, “if 
every new school building now 
planned is actually built.” 


| “modify” it. 


BATTLE AGAINST CANCER, which kills 100,000 American workers annually, found organizegs 
labor well represented at a 15-state meeting of the American Cancer Society in Salt Lake City 
Left to right are Sec.-Treas. Darell Dorman of the Idaho State Federation of Labor; A. J, Haugheya 
union label director of the Oregon State Labor Council; James A. Doran, president of the Tucsoge 
Central Trades Council and of the Arizona Association of Electricians, and Executive: Vice Pre 
R. C. Anderson of the Colorado Labor Council. 


Democratic 
Party Runs 


Ahead i in Calif. 


(Continued from Page 1) 


Patterson won the Democratic nom- 
ination for governor over Judge 
George Wallace. The nomination, 
tantamount to election in Novem- 
ber, went to Patterson as control 
of the state Democratic. organiza- 
tion was won by “states’ rights” 
forces for the first time in 10 years. 

Patterson was backed by Ku 
Klux Klan and other extremist 
segregation groups. The “states’ 
righters” who captured the 
Democrati¢é party machinery. in- 
clude some who in 1948 helped 
deliver Alabama’s electoral col- 
lege vote for Strom Thurmond, 
the Dixiecrat candidate against 
Pres. Harry S. Truman. 

The floodtide of Democratic 
votes in California gave tremend- 
ous strength to candidates all 
through the party ticket. 


Engle Runs Strong 
Engle piled up more votes for 
the senatorial nomination in the 
two primaries than Gov. Goodwin 
J. Knight, his principal GOP rival 
and probably the best known politi- 
cal figure in the state. A northern 
Californian who has never sought 
statewide office before, Engle out- 
stripped Knight even in the latter’s 

Los Angeles home county. 


Knight was powerfully challenged 
for the Senate nomination by San 
Francisco’s Mayor George Christo- 
pher, who ran second in the GOP 
primary. He may also have been 
damaged when after denouncing 
Knowland’s “right - to - work” law 
proposal, he stepped aside to give 
the senator a clear shot for the 
Republican gubernatorial nomina- 
tion. 

Four Democratic House mem- 
bers won both Democratic and 
Republican primaries and thus 
won effective re-election without 
races in November. They were 
John F. Shelley, San Francisco; 
Harland Hagen, Hanford; John 
E. Moss, Sacramento; George P. 
Miller, Alameda. 


ing that he had run further behind 
Brown in the combined primary 
vote than “anticipated,” promised 
a hard campaign in the state after 
Congress adjourns. 

He did hot think his “right-to- 
work” law proposal had hurt him, 
he said, and did not intend to 


Economic conditions might have 
hurt, he indicated, but he did not 
regard the primary results “as a 
repudiation of the Eisenhower poli- 


Knowland himself, acknowledg-. 


Labor Pledges Aid - 


To Puerto Ricans 


New York—The AFL-CIO. has pledged its full strength to 
drive to stamp out exploitation of Puerto Rican workers here by 
assisting them to affiliation with strong, clean unions. 


— 


Pres. George Meany of the AFL- 
CIO said that a full-time organizer 
from federation headquarters would 
be assigned to the exclusive duty 
of working with the local AFL- 
CIO Advisory Committee on 
Puerto Rican Affiairs. 


He made the announcement at 
a meeting convened by the Cen- 
tral Trades and Labor Countil, the 
Industrial Union Council, the 
Council of Puerto Rican Workers 
and spokesmen of the AFL-CIO 
Advisory Committee. 


AFL-CIO Help Pledged 

This committee, said Meany, 
must be a permanent group which 
should intensify its activities “in 
order to do a better job.” He 
pledged the committee national 
AFL-CIO cooperation. 

Introduced by Harry Van Ars- 
dale, Jr.; president of the Central 
Tradés and Labor Council, Meany 
received a long standing ovation 
from the several hundred Puerto 
Rican workers who assembled in 
the Hotel Commodore after their 
working hours. 

Meany related the struggles and 


ers to periods of similar social 
and economic exploitation in 
America of immigrant workers 
from Ireland, Italy and Czarist 
Russia. 


*The trade union movement,” 
he said, “has learned that dis- 
crimination is a barrier to trade 
union progress. The purpose 
of trade unionism is. simple— 
to raise the standards of those 
who work for wages. Low 
standards are a threat to high 
standards. We cannot maintain 
high standards for a select few 
if we ignore the conditions of 
those with low standards.” - 
‘Turning to the problem of dem- 

ocratic control of unions, Meany 
emphasized that if a labor organ- 
ization is under domination of 
government, a political party, the 
Communist Party or racketeers, “it 
cannot be free to express the will 
of its memberships.” 

Victims of Racketeers 

Shameful abuse of Puerto Rican 
workers here through “sweetheart” 
contracts and “quickie” agreements 
between low-wage employers and 
labor racketeers has long been a 
source of deep concern to unions 
affiliated with the AFL-CIO. 

The McClellan special Senate 


exploitation of Puerto Rican work- [ 


“organization” and the connivaneg 
involved in deals between em 
ployers, their lawyers and unders 
world elements preying on works 
ers. 

Meany singled out for criti- | 
cism those employers “who arg 
willing to be used” by unscrue 
pulous forces. : 

“If the employer didn’t want @ 


— 
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to have anything to do with a 
crooked labor leader or racket} 
eers,” he said to stormy ap] 
plause, “all he’d have to do 
would be to pay decent wages 

and accept a decent union.” @ 

The AFL-CIO leader also lashed 
out at “those clever members ofa 
the legal profession who can be a 
legal yet unethical and dishonest. 
He charged that too many lawyer 
weré “fishing in these dirty waters” 
of exploitation of Puerto Ricai@ 
workers. 

Meany stressed that “overnight 
miracles” in eliminating this ex 
ploitation couldn’t be expected 
He cited the long arduous yeafy 
of effort and struggle by immigrant 
workers in the early 20th century 
to build strong unions. able 
ensure progress. 

Monserrat Cites Aid 

Joseph Monserrat, head of them 
Puerto Rican Labor Office in Newag 
York, challenged Meany’s statewag 
ment that it would “take time” 14 
eliminate the exploitation problems 

“The reason we will go ahead 7 
much faster,” said Monserrat, is) 9g 
that the earlier migrants “didn’t @ 
have the George Meanys, the @ 
Van Arsdales, the Moe Iushe 
witzes, the Charlie Zimmermans 9 
on their side and an AFL-CIO] 

to fight for them.” 4 

Iushewitz is secretary-treasurel® 
of New York City’s Industrial Um 
ion Council. Zimmerman is a vic® 
president of the Garment Worket® 


committee last year piled up doc- 


umentation on the methods of 


and Chairman of the APLC 4 
Civil Rights Committee. a 
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